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Malawi - Self Help Africa

It was over a  year ago when 
the journey with Gorta 

Self Help Africa began with 
Krystian Jacobczak, Anne-
Marie Doyle and teacher, Aidan 
Douglas being selected to 
travel to Africa to visit some 
of the projects in Burkino 
Faso. Unfortunately, a coup 
in the country made the trip 
unfeasible and the new target 
country was Malawi for the 
Halloween Midterm 2016. From 
that time on it was constant 
fundraising, vaccinations and mental preparation. Finally the 
trio joined a party of 14 teachers and students from around 
Ireland and set off for the heart of Africa. The sprawling, dry 
landscape was an immediate shock to the senses but the 
group adjusted quickly and spent their first day visiting Self 
Help Africa headquarters. After a short security briefing, they 
made their way to Phirilanjuzi school. Along the way, the 
visitors were shocked by the small thatched huts that served 
as homes.  Herds of goats and cows rummaged through piles 
of rubbish, while men, women and children farmed the land 
using special hoes.   On arrival at the school, 1082 children 
ran to the bus clapping and singing ’Muzungu,’ meaning 
foreigner in remarkable synchronisation. Two unforgettable 
days were spent here, dancing, playing traditional games 
and attending classes.   
This was followed by a visit to a local village where the group 
were greeted by the female representatives of the savings 
scheme which S.H.A. had established. This day ended with a 
reception in the home of Irish Ambassador, Áine Herne. The 
next few days were spent visiting villages, an agricultural 
college and the beautiful Lake Malawi as well as enjoying a 
safari boat ride.   A very different group of people arrived back 
at Dublin airport the following week, each with a different 
story to tell and a completely new outlook on the world we 

live in.   The 
warm heart 
of Africa was 
so welcoming 
a n d 
provided an 
oppor tunit y 
to experience 
an entirely 
different way 
of life. 

Krystian and Anne-Marie 
with some locals

Krystian, Anne-Marie and Mr. Douglas
 at a local school
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First Year Maths Quiz 

All first year 
s t u d e n t s 

came together on 
Friday last for the 
inaugural First Year 
Maths Quiz.  This 
is a new initiative 
organised by the 
Maths Department 
and Numeracy 
Team in the school.  
Teams of four 

participated in eight rounds consisting of three or 
four questions but under strict time constraints.    
At the end of these gruelling rounds, only one point 
divided the 1st and 2nd place teams but five teams 
shared 3rd place and had to complete a tie-breaker 
round. This could still not divide the teams so a 
further tie-breaker was held from which a winner 
emerged.  A perpetual shield was awarded to the 
1st place team of Victoria Dranko, Katelyn Walker, 
Aoife Kennedy and Sam Carroll.  2nd place went 
to the team of Emma Byrne, Sophie Doran, Shona 
Byrne and Liam Byrne.  Finishing in 3rd place was 
Abbie Byrne, Ella Austin Joshua Kinsella and Gearóid 
Boland.  Prizes were awarded to all placed teams.    
All students are to be commended for the positive 
and enthusiastic approach they took with the quiz 
and for their exemplary behaviour throughout, 
especially during the nail-biting tie-breakers!     

Trip to Google Headquarters

Eight of our T.Y.  students had the opportunity to 
visit Google HQ in Grand Canal Dock in Dublin 

this term.  Coláiste 
Bhríde was one of 
only five schools 
to be invited as 
a result of the 
activities held in 
the school during 
Maths week. In 
the morning, 
they attended 
an information 
session which 
covered possible 
careers at Google 

in the computer science and Maths area. This 
was followed by an eye-opening tour of the 
Google premises, where over six thousand people 
are employed.  Students were very impressed 
with the endless  free  food  on every  floor, 
swimming  pool, gym, swings, relaxation rooms, an 
amphitheatre,  table tennis, chess and pool, not to 
mention the bird’s eye view of the Dublin skyline.  
In the afternoon, the students worked in groups 
with the other schools to solve complex puzzles 
presented to them by the Canadian mathematician, 
Dr. Gordon Hamilton a.k.a. Dr. Pickle. The problems 
focused on graph theory and formulating 
conjectures, which is an important skill for engaging 
with the Maths syllabus. Overall a very worthwhile 
trip.   

Senior Cycle Maths Quiz 

The senior maths quiz took place on a Friday 
morning in October in the gym. Teams of four, 

comprising of fifth and sixth year higher level 
Maths students battled through eight rounds of 
tough questions. The lead changed hands several 
times as the quiz progressed and the competition 
was close right to the end. It was great to see the 
students working together to solve the problems 
they were faced with. After the final round, only 
one point separated four teams. After a challenging 
tie breaker, the first, second and third placed 
teams were announced. Congratulations to James 
Tyrrell, James McSwiney, Katie Goland and Natasha 
Byrne who were placed third, Charlotte Redmond, 
Warner Figueras, Aoife Kehoe and Tara Kinsella who 
were second, and the winners on the day Martin 
Quinn, Emma Poole, Emer-Rose Kealy and Richard 
O’Toole.   The three placed teams were presented 
with vouchers.

Some TY students at 
Google HQ

Winners of the Senior Cycle Maths Quiz

Winners of the First Year 
Maths Quiz
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Baltinglass Induction Day 

The first outing of the year for our Transition Year 
students was when all of our TY students headed 

to Baltinglass Outdoor Centre in September for an 
action packed day. Students participated in archery, 
canoeing, kayaking, rock climbing, the zip line and 
orienteering. A great team building and bonding 
experience was had by all.   

Academic Choices  

At the beginning of their Transition Year 
Programme all students engaged in an in-house 

induction session. During this day, students made 
choices from a myriad of modules and long courses. 
Academic choices were explained and carefully 
selected. For these academic choices, students 
benefit greatly from having an extra year to work at 
their core subjects in preparation for their Leaving 
Certificate examinations.   

Gaisce 

All Transition Year  students are currently 
engaged in their Gaisce activities from Physical 

Recreation, Community Involvement and Personal 
Skill. Students are expected to receive their bronze 
Gaisce awards in May 2017.

TY Law class to Four Courts

Twenty three of our Transition Year students had 
the opportunity to visit the Central Criminal 

Courts of Justice in Dublin in November. The aim 
of the trip was to provide the students with an 
understanding and insight into the Irish Courts 
System. Participants on the day were offered the 
opportunity to partake in a mock trial facilitated 
by a barrister of the Courts Service. This allowed 
them to fulfill various court roles including a judge, 
barristers, solicitors, witnesses and members of the 
jury. In addition, our students and teachers were 
fortunate enough to be afforded the chance to sit 
in on actual court proceedings, including a murder 
trial. The experience was both gripping and eye-
opening.  

Careers Open Day in Maynooth University
 

All Transition year students attended the Open 
Day in Maynooth University this year. Students 

attended lectures, lab demonstrations and campus 
activities. Maynooth University was a popular 
destination for the Leaving Certificate  students of 
2016.  

TY Law students on a recent visit to the  Central Criminal Courts of Justice in Dublin

Induction Day in Baltinglass
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Awareness Day 

Students travelled to Castletown, Co Laois 
to participate in reflection, meditation and 

discussion. Students immersed themselves fully 
into the experience and had a very meaningful and 
enlightening day.

  
Work Experience 

Plans are in place for placements this February. 
Students are engaging in a myriad of different 

disciplines. We wish all of our students well as they 
make their entry into the world of work.   

  
Irish Language Workshop 

Scéal, an Irish language workshop from High 
Rock Productions came to Coláiste Bhríde to 

work with our Transition Year students on Thursday, 
29th September. It is designed to build students’ 
confidence in spoken Irish and also to improve key 
skills of presentation. They provided all the props, 
sound effects and special effects to enable the 
students to learn Irish in a humorous and creative 
way.    

An Triail 

The Irish Department brought our TY students 
to a production of An Triail in Dublin. This was 

to prepare and enhance students’ language skills 
in preparation for Senior Cycle and Leaving Cert 
examinations.   

Open Evening 

All T.Y. students presented their mini-companies 
at our Open Evening in November. A wonderful 

selection of goods and services went on display 
with many excellent professional presentations. We 
commend the entrepreneurial endeavours of each 
group of students. Lots of learning is happening.  

TY Modules 

We have moved into our second semester of 
modules to include Swimming, Equestrian and 

Gym club. Students are participating in Y.S.I., Sage, 
Junk Kouture, Italian, Music, Japanese, Engineering, 
Digital media, Home Economics, Drama, Road 
Safety and Programming and Coding.

ECDL  

Students are working their way through their 
E.C.D.L. modules and sitting all examinations.   

  
First Aid 

Two of our class groups have completed their 
First Aid module.. Students learned how to 

deal with cuts and grazes, scalds and burns and 
life threatening conditions requiring C.P.R. Another 
small group of TY students are involved in a C.P.R. 
course on Wednesday afternoons. 

A visit to the NUIM Open Day

Students enjoying the Irish workshop

Mini-Company displays at the Open Night
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Work Experience  

Well done to our Leaving Cert Applied students who 
recently completed a week of work experience as 

part of our LCA programme. Work placements are an 
integral part of our Leaving Cert Applied programme 
which gives students the opportunity to experience 
work environments while studying for their Leaving 
Certificate. Their work experience also counts towards 
the final grade in their Leaving Certificate. Having 
completed their work experience placements in 
October our 5th year students now continue with their 
placements each Monday.  Our sixsth year students 
attend their work placements every Friday. Some 
students are lucky enough to be offered part time 
work at weekends.  Disciplines included Childcare, 
Special Needs Assistant, Retail Management, Leisure 
and Recreation, Mechanics and Equine Studies to 
name but a few.   

  
Practical Achievement Tasks 

This task affords students the opportunity to choose an 
activity which interests them. Some took up boxing, 

car mechanics and panel beating skills whilst others 
engaged in learning about nail art, beauty treatments 
and dance.  

Examinations 

Well done to our Applied students on successfully 
completing all their recent Christmas 

examinations in English, Irish, Social Studies, 
Woodwork, Leisure and Recreation , Maths and 
I.C.T.  We wish our 5th year students the very best in 
their interview for their General Ed Task anchored in 
Leisure and Recreation this February. Students must 

LCA NEWS
now complete tasks in Graphic Construction and 
Vocational Preparation and Guidance which will be 
examined in May 2017.  

Sixth Year Tasks 

We wish our sixth years well as they put the finishing 
touches to their Tasks in I.C.T., Personal Reflection, 

Practical Achievement and Contemporary Issues. All 
tasks are scheduled to be examined in February.  

Open Evening  

Well done to Pauric Lawler for making an excellent 
Leaving Cert Applied presentation for students 

and parents at our recent Open Evening. Feedback has 
been hugely positive.  

  
LCA Task – Leisure and Recreation 

On Friday, 18th November, the LCA1 class carried 
out their LCA Task in Leisure and Recreation.  The 

hardworking students had been planning this event 
for a number of weeks which involved hosting a soccer 
tournament in the PE Hall for two first year classes, 
1Elm and 1Pine.  Everyone had a great day and they  
handed out prizes to the winning team and runners up.  
Thankfully it all went to plan!  We would like to thank the 
base classes 1Elm and 1Pine for all their cooperation on 
the day and thank all the students who took part.  

  
Our LCA Programme 2016/17 

As our programme goes from strength to strength, 
we remind our third year students and their parents 

of the upcoming Senior Cycle Information Evening on 
Wednesday, 18th January 2017.   

Winners of the recent LCA Leisure 
and Recreation task 

LCA1 students preparing for their Leisure and 
Recreation task guided by Mr. Davies
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CAREER GUIDANCE

Firstly, well done to the 2016 Leaving Cert students 
who excelled in their Leaving Cert examinations.  

The 2016 class will always be remembered as a 
hard working affable, cooperative year group and 
heartiest congratulations to them all.  This year saw 
2016 Leaving Certs establish themselves in courses 
such as health sciences, nursing, finance, business, 
teaching, sciences, agriculture, biotechnology, 
engineering and computing technologies.  An 
increased number of students were fortunate 
to secure apprenticeships – a great sign of a 
recovering economy. This is a great achievement to 
all concerned.    
Our current Leaving Cert students began the year 
with an Induction Day.  The Super Generation Study 
Skills gave a very impressive seminar to students on 
effective study techniques for their busy year ahead. 
Supergeneration also met with fifth year classes 
and tutored them on best practice for pursuing 
the Leaving Cert.  In mid-September, Leaving Cert 
students visited The Irish Times Higher Options 
Exhibition in the RDS to investigate colleges both at 
home and abroad and to explore their many options.  
CAO information night for parents took place on 
September 20th to empower parents to help their 
child to make the right decisions pertaining to their 
CAO application.  
The ‘Careers Evening’ was held on October 7th.  Thirty 
colleges and some forty former students of Coláiste 
Bhríde met, tutored, inspired and gave very sound 
advice to our existing fifth and sixth year students.  
It was rewarding to see former students, who have 
excelled in a wide variety of fields returning to the 
school and giving their time and expertise.   
Ann McLaughlin, senior training advisor with SOLAS 
and K.W.E.T.B. spoke to students who are interested 

in pursuing apprenticeships in 2017.  It is most 
encouraging that apprenticeships are available 
again and coupled with the skills and intuitiveness 
of these young people, it augurs well for the future.  
On October 25th, T.Y. students visited Bunclody 
Library for a seminar on career development and 
guidance. They had an experiential learning day at 
Maynooth NUI on November 25th.  Students were 
very impressed with the campus and the courses of 
study available.   
All third years have received information on subject 
and programme selection.  A lot of thinking and 
investigating needs to be done in order to make the 
right decision.  

Work Experience
 

The emphasis of vocational education within the 
LCA programme is becoming palpable in these 

difficult times.  Fortunately, both the LCA2 and 
LCA1, on their own initiative, have secured valuable 
work placements.  LCA2 students work each 
Friday and LCA1 work each Monday.  Placements 
range from agriculture, catering, retail and early 
childhood education.  Coláiste Bhríde is indebted 
to the professional people of the area for taking on 
students and helping them to focus on the demands 
of the world of work.  

CAO  

It is a particularly busy time for our sixth years 
as they 

prepare to 
fill out their 
CAO forms.   
A CAO 
p a r e n t s ’ 
evening was 
held at the 
school on 
September 
20th which 
will help 
s t u d e n t s 
to make 
the right 
decisions for 
third level.    

7

James McSwiney and Diego Molamphy with Ms. 
Drummond at the Careers Evening

James Tyrrell getting some 
information at the Careers Evening
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Meitheal

Meitheal is a mentoring system between sixth year and first 
year students.  It enables senior students to influence the 

happiness and wellbeing of first years. This scheme has been 
running successfully for a number of years in Coláiste Bhríde and 
continues to go from strength to strength with the high calibre of 
senior students we have in the school.  Volunteering is a great way 
of connecting with your community, learning new skills and gaining 
valuable experience.  
This year our eighteen Meitheal leaders are continuing this tradition 
and are making a positive contribution to the progress of the first 
year group. Since the beginning of the year they have been involved 

in a wide range of activities to help the first years integrate into our school. These include a trek on Tinahely’s 
Railway walk at the beginning of term, lunch time activities on Mondays and meeting the classes twice a 
week at assembly. 
Recently the Meitheal leaders accompanied the first years on an ice skating trip to Dundrum, which was 
very enjoyable after a long term. On behalf of the first years, we would like to thank our Meitheal leaders 
for their on-going hard work and commitment.   

Senior Prefects 2016/2017

Twenty four fifth and sixth 
year students were selected 

to become this year’s senior 
prefects. Senior prefects have a 
very important and respected 
leadership role within the 
school. They provide support 
and guidance to the second 
year students and are also an 
invaluable help to teachers 
and management for certain 
school events. Their position 
demonstrates leadership, 
teamwork and responsibility 
that reflects the schools’ ethos 
at all times. We wish our senior 
prefects well in their roles for 
the rest of the academic year.  

First year lunchtime 
Meitheal activities

First year students enjoying their 
lunchtime Meitheal activities

Senior Prefects 2016/17

First year students with some Meitheal leaders 
on their recent ice-skating trip
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Student Council 2016

The main role of the Student Council 
in Coláiste Bhríde is to give students a 

voice and a forum to discuss ways to make 
life better for the students in our school.  
The Coláiste Bhríde Student Council 
under the leadership of Emer-Rose Kealy, 
Chairperson, had their first meeting in 
September.  At this meeting the officers 
were elected and the plan for the coming 
year was outlined and discussed. They have 
met on a regular basis since organising 
activities such as the ever popular Xmas 
factor! Members of the Student Council 

along with T.Y. students attended the Zeminar conference in the RDS in early October. 
Zeminar, as the organisers put it, “Is a new social enterprise created to bring all those invested in the development 
and well-being of young people in Ireland to one place. Zeminar is an event for Generation Z, particularly 
those aged between 15 and 20, and their parents, teachers, mentors and coaches. Throughout the event there 
were workshops, influential speakers, essential resources and fun activities.  The students were given ample 
opportunity to reflect on their mental health and 
what they are doing to mind it. Feedback from the 
group was extremely positive, with the highlight 
for many being the opportunity to see Bressie live 
on stage! His talk on protecting and promoting 
emotional wellbeing and mental health was 
thought-provoking and inspiring.  Members of 
the Student Council also attended the Comhairle 
na nÓg A.G.M in October.  Mental Health, Youth 
Homelessness and Cyber Bullying were some of 
the topics addressed on the day. The students in 
attendance found the event very informative.    
The Student Council coordinated the Xmas Box Appeal for the Homeless in our school this term.  Boxes will be 
distributed to those in need through established groups such as the St. Vincent de Paul and the Peter McVerry 
Trust.  This initiative was in keeping with this year’s Mental Health theme, “iMatter”  
The following students make up the 2016-17 Coláiste Bhríde Student Council:  Chairperson: Emer Rose Kealy, 
Vice-Chair:Jonathan Behan, Secretary: Charlotte Redmond, Assistant: Rachel O’Keeffe, Treasurer: Maria Byrne, 

PRO: Luke Murphy, Ciara 
Shannon. 
6th: Finlay Power,  Pauric 
Lawler. 5th: Nicole Doyle, 
Tara Kinsella, Sarah 
Cullinan, John Brannigan, 
Grainne Hughes, Rita Doyle, 
Katherine Conroy. TY: Emily 
Parle, Fintan Smith, Ciara 
Breen, Aoife Breen. 3rd:  
Cora Tyrrell, Adam Bailey, 
Eoin McMahon, Thomas 
May. 2nd: Imogen Horton, 
Isabella Longdon, Emma 
Kinch, Thomas Kealy and 
Aisling Somers.  

Bressie speaking at 
Zeminar

Student Council Members 2016/17

Shoebox Appeal 2016

Zeminar attendees with Maria Walsh 
2014 Rose of Tralee
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Junior Debating
 

This year the junior debaters have branched out 
into two teams. We have had phenomenal interest 

in debating again this year with great competition for 
places on the panel. This year we have been allowed 
by Wicklow Co. Council to enter two teams in the 
Environmental Debating Competition.   
The first team travelled to the council chambers to 
meet Presentation College Bray on Tuesday, 15th 
November. Isabella Ni Chonnaill, Caoimhe Byrne, 
Lorianne O’Rourke and substitute Ciaran O’Sullivan 
successfully defeated the motion that “we need to 
make towns more car unfriendly to encourage a shift 
to car free travel”. This first year team experienced 
their first debate and performed very well. 
The second team of junior debaters also had success 
as they defeated Coláiste Chill Mhantáin in the first 
round of the Wicklow Co. Council Environmental 
Debates. The first year team of Laura Gallagher, Max 
Moroney and Laura Ivers demonstrated exceptional 
debating skills and confidence in the council 
chamber on Friday, 25th November. They join our 
first team who also go through to the next round of 
the competition. Well done to all.  

Senior Debating
 

It has been a very successful year to date for our 
senior debaters in the school.  Our Concern debate 

team made up of TY students has won all three of 
their opening debates in the competition. They have 
faced Creagh College, Gael Scoil na Mara and Gorey 
Community College. The topics they have debated 
include “Europe is failing Africa” and  “France should 
ban religious icons in public institutions”. The team 
has developed in every aspect since the start of 
the year and are a competitive force within the 
competition.  

Business Quiz

On Wednesday, 30th November, our Transition 
Year students travelled to Coláiste Craobh 

Abhainn Kilcoole to take part in a Business Table Quiz 
sponsored by Bank of Ireland. We had two teams 
taking part and both performed exceptionally well. 
We were up against stiff competition from a number 
of schools in the county and but still managed to 
come away with first and third place.
Our first place team was made up of Cliodhna O’ 
Connell, David Kemple, Fintan Smith and Chris 
Callanan. Our third place team was made up of Orla 
Kealy, Orla Montague, Orla Byrne and Sarah Mulhall.

One of or junior Debating teams

Our other junior debating team

Senior debating team 2016/17

TY Business Quiz third-placed team
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CBC Folk Group

Following last year’s success Coláiste Bhríde’s folk 
band incorporated new members Ali Kavanagh, 

Aoife Breen and Ciara Breen this year which 
injected new life into an already diverse blend of 
musicians. They began the year with performances 
at our school opening ceremony, open evening 
and in Mount Wolseley for a national education 
conference where they met with KWETB CE, Mr 
Seán Ashe. At this event they performed an eclectic 
mix of musical pieces ranging from the traditional 
to the contemporary.   
The Christmas season generally brings fixtures 
in Kilkenny, Rathwood and our own school carol 
service.   
They are a committed and talented bunch of 
musicians who love making music simply for the 
pleasure of making music. The group this year 
consists of: Jacqui Whelan, Ciara Jordan, Paddy 
Doyle, PJ Barnes, Ali Kavanagh, Ciara Breen, Aoife 
Breen, Richard O’Toole, Fiona Doyle and Mr Callanan. 

Reptile Zoo 

All first 
y e a r s 

enjoyed the 
Zoo To You 
e x p e r i e n c e 
when the 
only reptile 
zoo in Ireland 
made a visit to 
the school on 
Monday, 7th 
N o v e m b e r .  
This was part 
of the school’s 
a c t i v i t i e s 
for Science 
week.  Each 
first year class got the opportunity to get up close 
and personal to giant pythons, geckos, tarantulas. 
crocodiles and much more.  Fun was had by all first 
years and teachers involved. 

Center for Talented Youth 
of Ireland in DCU

Thirty two of our first year students have been 
nominated to sit the Scholastic Aptitude Test 

in this year’s Talent Search facilitated by Dublin 
City University. This is an outstanding opportunity 
which potentially enables students to participate 
in summer programmes in the university. Students 
would have a choice of studying a wide range 
of Science and Humanities subjects including 
Architecture, Computer Applications, Pharmacology, 
Linguistics and 
World Geopolitics. 
We congratulate 
our nominated 
students and wish 
them the very best 
as they prepare to 
sit this extremely 
c h a l l e n g i n g 
examination early 
next year. Please 
contact Mrs. 
Eleanor Lee for 
further information.

A recent visit by The Reptile Zoo

Winners of the TY Business Table  Quiz

Our Folk Group with KWETB 
Chief Executive Mr. Seán Ashe

The CTYI stand at the 
Open Evening



SNIPPETS

12

Theatre Trip

Our sixth year higher level English students were 
treated to an utterly engaging performance of 

Shakespeare’s tragedy ‘Hamlet’ in the Mill Theatre, 
Dundrum before the midterm. Set in the kingdom 
of Denmark, the play dramatises the revenge 
Prince Hamlet wreaks upon his uncle, Claudius. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed the production 
with the protagonist, Hamlet stealing the show. It 
certainly proved to be an excellent opportunity for 
our sixth years to revise their Leaving Certificate 
single text. 

Evening Study

Evening study has been taking place four days 
a week, both for Junior and Senior students 

since the start of the year. The number attending 
has grown steadily since, particularly among 6th 
years showing their dedication and consistent 
preparation towards the State Examinations.
We are hoping to start Saturday morning sessions 
after the Christmas holidays, and also offer 
supervised study sessions over the Easter holidays.

Build a Bank

The Build a Bank launch took place on 17th 
November.  The team this year includes Kenzie 

White, Taylor Hedderman, James O’Keefe, Sarah 
Mulhall, Grace O’Halloran and Róisin McDonald.  
Working in the bank gives students the opportunity 
to learn about banking and how to work as an 
effective team. It also provides the opportunity for 
students to open a bank account and makes it easy 
for them to save on a regular basis. When going to 

print, fifty accounts have been opened. The Student 
School Bank team is supported by experienced 
Bank of Ireland staff members from the local branch 
to ensure the smooth operation of the School Bank, 
and to support the team with any questions and 
queries they may have.

Further Education Awards

The Further Education awards ceremony took 
place in Coláiste Bhríde on Wednesday, 16th 

November. Students were awarded certificates in 
Business Administration and Healthcare Support 
at FETAC level 5. There were many joyous faces as 
students were presented with their rewards by 
Catherine Byrne, Adult Education Officer, from 
KWETB. A huge thanks goes to all the tutors in these 
courses and of course to our own PLC coordinator 
Ms Debbie Furlong who along with acting as MC 
on the night, played a huge role in these students’ 
achievements throughout the year. 

Saffron Science Competition

Congratulations to Ross Bailey, Sean Linehan, 
Darren Jordan and Aaron Conway who were 

runners up in the final of the Saffron Science 
competition. This competition required young 
science students to think outside the box and 
to come up with a scientific based investigation 
uning intelligence technology to improve safety on 
our roads. The second year science students were 
commended for their idea on using technology and 
satellites form navigation systems to restrict the 
speed limit of learner and novice drivers on Irish 
roads. 

The Build a Bank team for 2016/17

Saffron Science competition runners up. 
Missing from photo: Aaron Conway
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the evening. It is on nights like this that everyone 
realises how much our school has to offer in terms 
of academia, activities, support and friendship. 
Thank you also to all who visited on the night. 

Ploughing

Students from fifth year Agricultural  Science & LCA 
attended the annual Ploughing Championships 

2016 in Screggan, Tullamore, Co. Offaly. The first 
port of call was the ALDI marquee to show our 
support for Aoife O’Neill in the national junior bake 
off semi-final. Her face lit up when she saw literally 
a bus load of supporters from Coláiste Bhríde arrive.
Students gathered information on the latest 
innovations in farming and took photographs of 
pedigree animals and farm machinery for their 
Agricultural Science project. Then they reconvened 
back at the ALDI marquee to eagerly await the 
announcement by Síle Seoige of the finalists for 
the young bake off competition. It wasn’t to be 
Aoife’s day. However, she got the largest cheer from 
her supporters who all congratulated her for her 
outstanding effort and presentation. From start 
to finish Aoife kept a smile on her face and it was 
lovely to see such genuine encouragement from 
the students of Coláiste Bhríde.

Carnew Credit Union Art Competition

Congratulations to the winners of the Carnew 
Credit Union art competition: 1st place Emma 

Cosgrave, 2nd Izabella Lowe, 3rd Tara O’Keeffe all 
from 1st year.

Open Evening

Coláiste Bhríde opened its doors on Thursday, 
10th November to fifth and sixth class students 

and their parents. There was a vibrancy, enthusiasm 
and a sense of pride that was palpable throughout 

Winners of the Credit Union Art Competition

Aoife O’Neill in the ALDI marquee at the 
Ploughing Championships

Demonstrating static electricity 
 during our Open Evening 
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Senior Soccer
 

The senior team had a very competitive start to 
their campaign in the Wicklow/Wexford Division 

1 league this year. It started with an opening 
game defeat to a very strong Wexford C.B.S. team.  
However, the team bounced back with a 3-2 
victory over Arklow C.B.S. In this game, goals from 
midfielders Eoin D’Arcy and Gavin Goodwin set the 
team up for the win with Adam Rochford wrapping 
up the points. Outstanding displays from midfielder 
Sean Murphy, team captain Dean Grandy and 
goalkeeper Darragh Brooks insured the three points 
stayed in Carnew.   
The team now face a crunch third group game 
against Gorey Community School to see who 
qualifies. Confidence is high in both teams which 
should make for a great game.   
The school has once again this season been using 
the facilities at Coolboy sports grounds which are 
in superb condition and maintained to a very high 
standard. The school coaches would like to take this 
opportunity again to thank those involved in the 
management of these facilities.  

The team would also like to thank Coláiste Bhríde 
Parents’ Association for sponsoring the fantastic 
new kit for the senior boys’ team  

U15 Soccer 

The U-15 soccer team has enjoyed a good season 
so far. Despite losing their opening match 

2-1 in a very close game, they followed it up with 
an impressive win against Gorey and are now 
looking forward to a semi-final against Kilcoole. 
Congratulations to all the lads for their efforts and 
commitment this season, and good luck in the 
semi-final. 

  1st Year Soccer 

The first year boys soccer team has begun training 
in preparation for its upcoming league fixtures in 

the Wicklow-Wexford Division 1 league. Games will 
take place before and after the Christmas period. 
Our group opponents are Gorey Community School, 
Arklow C.B.S. and Wexford C.B.S. The top two in each 
group will qualify for the semi-finals. 

Equestrian
 

The  new  equestrian  Interschools year commenced 
in September, with an action packed calendar 

of twenty six events to look forward to. In both 
the open teams competition and novice teams 
competitions, Coláiste Bhríde has had one win to 
date. They have also secured top three placings.   
Coláiste Bhríde was also host to one of the legs of the 
Interschools showjumping league, in Barnadown, 
on October 19th. It was a very successful event 

Senior Soccer team with Mr. Kenny

U15 Soccer team 2016 / 17

Patrick Kavanagh in jump off for 
Open Team Competition
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that attracted a large number of competitors from 
schools nationwide.   
We look forward to the remainder of the 
showjumping league and attending the All Ireland 
Interschools Hunter Trials in March.   

Gym Club

The Coláiste Bhríde Gym Club is a group of 
dedicated trainers who come together once a 

week to work out in the school gym. The regulars 
come from a variety of sporting backgrounds from 
dance to rugby to GAA or athletics. What they all 
share in common is a love of pushing themselves 
beyond their physical comfort zone to become 
better, faster, stronger and more flexible in each 
of their respective disciplines. The goal is to allow 
students the chance to come together and better 
themselves at their own pace in a context tailored 
to suit their individual needs.

Fun Run 

The annual Coláiste Bhríde Fun Run took place on 
28th September over the 4km course along Bell’s 

Lane. All the students, from first to sixth Year, and 
many of the teachers, entered wholeheartedly into 
the spirit of the event which is designed to promote 
good health on a whole school basis. Judging by 
the smiles at the end it certainly was a success!    

  
Hockey 

Since October, the second and third year hockey 
teams have been training in preparation for this 

year’s South East League.
Both teams travelled to Kilkenny College on the 16th 
November for the first game of the season. They 
were unfortunately beaten, but showed great team 
spirit, skill and potential. Youna McGrath scored a 
fantastic goal with only minutes to go.
The second Year team travelled to St. Leo’s College 
Carlow on  22nd November. Although the girls were 
defeated (3-1) the individual effort was immense. 
Special credit to Amy Doran, Áine Tobin, Bree Green, 
Naoise Hennessey and Aisling Somers.

Laura Bloor, Katie Nolan and Rachel D’Arcy all 
first years in the Novice Team Competition

The Rugby Players out on the Fun Run course

Gym Club members hard at work

Coláiste Bhríde second year hockey team 2016/17
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Senior Football 

This year sees a major turnover in players with 
many breaking through from the U-16 panel. The 

team started the year with a competitive practice 
match against Baltinglass in which they achieved a 
narrow victory.  This built confidence for the Wicklow 
County Quarter Final away to Dunlavin. The Carnew 
boys earned an impressive win after some excellent 
forward play on the day. Final score was 6-10 to 5-7. 
The team now awaits Avondale in the semi-final 
and Portlaoise in the Leinster Championship where 
they will be captained by Donnchadh McDonald, 
sixth year.    

U14 Football

The boys had their first taste of Leinster schools 
football this term with a championship win 

over Carlow C.B.S. Second up was a difficult away 
trip to Athy. Although we lost this match, it was a 
hard fought battle, from which they learned some 
valuable lessons that would stand to them in later 
matches. This left Carnew in a ‘do or die’ battle 
against Dunlavin. The opposition started the game 
strong, scoring 1-4 without reply. Carnew showed 
great resilience to fight back, eventually winning 

16

by a substantial margin - 6-14 to 3-10.  The reward 
was a quarter final against Enniscorthy C.B.S. who 
started strongly scoring 1-3 without reply.  We got 
a well-deserved goal due to some great teamwork 
to leave it 2-5 to 1-1 at half time. Enniscorthy was 
strong in the second half but the Carnew side 
continued to give it their all to the final whistle. This 
year was a character building year for many of the 
players who will no doubt go on to compete in next 
year’s championship and beyond for their school.

First Year Football

A huge number of first year boys have been 
training hard on Wednesdays after school 

in preparation for the Championship. They had 
their first outing in mid-November against F.C.J., 
Bunclody and competition for places was intense.  
Unfortunately, Bunclody had a physically stronger 
side and were victorious on the day.  At the time 
of going to print, we are looking forward to two 
championship games against Dunlavin and 
Baltinglass.

Camogie
 

Our junior camogie panel has played two 
games in their Leinster Junior C Championship 

campaign. They played Grennan College, Kilkenny 
and Our Lady’s Rosbercon, New Ross.  The teams 
were very evenly matched on each occasion but 
unfortunately victory lay with the opposing sides 
on both days. Despite disappointing results the girls 
were as gracious in defeat as they would have been 
in victory. Our senior camogie panel also played 
two games in the Leinster Senior C Championship 
against Our Lady’s Rosbercon, New Ross, and 
Presentation, Wexford. Regrettably their rivals 
proved to be the better side on both days.

Senior Football team with Mr. Nolan

U14 Football with Mr. Hegarty

2016/17 Junior and Senior Camogie players
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GAA NEWS

U16 Football

The Under 16 football team had a difficult start to the 
year with a number of injuries to key players but the 

rest of the panel was eager to make a big show in the 
South Leinster Championship. In their first outing they 
played a challenge game against Creagh College which 
they won well and spirits were high for the opening 
league game against Gorey C.S. Unfortunately Gorey 
edged this match but the young footballers got the ship 
back on track with a convincing win against Wexford 
C.B.S. The last game against Enniscorthy C.B.S. would 
be a straight shoot out to see who would get the last 
quarter-final spot but on the day we were narrowly 
beaten. Well done to everybody for making such a 
big effort throughout the year and best of luck to the 
younger members of the panel in the Wicklow Junior 
Championship later in the year.

Senior Hurling
 

t the time of print, the senior hurling panel was preparing 
for the South Leinster final after beating Wexford 

C.B.S. in the semi-final on a scoreline of 3-8 to 1-11. The 
team has made excellent progress this year, winning all 
five competitive matches. The year began with a home 
game against Kilkenny Schools, a combination of three 
Kilkenny schools, and the 
team emerged with a victory. 
The second group game was 
against Knockbeg College, 
with a final score of 3-15 to 
0-06. This was followed by 
the final group game against 
Wicklow Schools, a combined 
schools’ team of all other 
Wicklow schools. The final 
score was 6-12 to 3-15. The 

team had then progressed to a quarter-final, against 
another Kilkenny team, Scoil Aireagail Ballyhale. This 
was a very close and entertaining game, with the team 
progressing on the narrowest of margins, 2-10 to 3-6. 

U16 hurling
 

The under 16 hurling team made the Leinster semi-
final, having beaten Ramsgrange CS and Coláiste an 

Átha, Kilmuckridge en route. The semi-final was played 
away against Callan C.B.S. After a huge battle, the team 
fell one point short, on a scoreline of 4-8 to 1-16. The team 
worked extremely hard, and much of the panel are also 
involved with the senior hurling team. This team were 
unfortunate not to make the final, but with over thirty 
panel members, hurling is going in the right direction in 

Coláiste Bhríde Senior Hurling team with Mr. Morris

U16 Hurling 2016/17

Our First Year Football panel 2016/17

Our 2016 /17 U16 Football Panel
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 Golf

It has been a busy term for our school’s golf teams. In 
October, our Junior team of John Young, Owen Young 

and Cormac Redmond, all from second year, played in 
a Leinster regional stroke play qualifier in Kilkenny golf 
club. The team faced a daunting task with sixteen teams 
in the qualifier and only two to qualify for the Leinster 
Final. Adding to this pressure was the fact that it was their 
first time to play this course. Nonetheless all three got off 
to a good start and maintained their strong position right 
through to the 18th hole. Their positive approach led to 
a second place finish and a place in the Leinster final in 
Tullfarris Golf Club. A special mention must go to Cormac 
Redmond who shot the lowest individual nett score on 
the day of 66. On November 25th the trio competed with 
the best schools in Leinster. With only one of the twelve  
teams in the final to progress to the All-Ireland series, it 
was going to be a big ask. Although they didn’t manage 
to land top spot, the boys did themselves proud on a 
long and tough championship course. This experience 
will stand to our team as all three players are underage 
again next year. 

Our senior golf 
team faced three 
matches in their 
i n t e r s c h o o l s 
group. The 
format of this 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
requires all 
golfers to play 
off scratch 
thus removing 
the leveller of 
the handicap 
system. First 
up was a trip to 
Enniscorthy to 
play the local 

C.B.S. side. Our team of Josh McGrath, Pauric Redmond, 
Daniel Behan and Bill Nolan faced the tough task of 
facing a lower handicapped team. Despite  playing some 
good golf, the home side ran out convincing winners. 
Next up was a home tie against F.C.J. Bunclody. With 
Cormac Redmond deputising for the injured Pauric 
Redmond, our boys were determined to make home 
advantage count. Both fourball matches were neck and 
neck right to the end but unfortunately the visiting side 
ran out narrow winners on the day. Our third game was 
a home game against Gorey C.S. in late November which 
unfortunately had to be postponed due to frost. A big 
thank you to all players and indeed their parents and 
grandparents who provided transport to some of the 
matches. Also a big thank you to Coollattin Golf Club 
who allow us to use this spectacular  venue for our home 
games and who also continue to develop our young 
players. 

Rugby
 

The senior rugby team is approaching the Christmas 
break in anticipation of the Leinster McMullen Shield 

competition.  As a result of last year’s senior rugby 
success, the team were promoted into Division 2A South 
East of the Senior Leinster League and an automatic 
place in the first round of the McMullen Cup.  The Leinster 
League involved some very tough matches against 
Good Counsel, New Ross, Tullow Community School 
and C.B.S. St Mary’s,  Enniscorthy.  Although the only 
victory came against Tullow Community School, every 
match provided experience against tough opposition 
and good game time for the development of this young 
squad of players.  
St Columba’s College, Dublin were the opponents in 
the first round of the McMullen Cup. It was a very close 
encounter with Carnew leading the way for most of 
the match.  The determined Carnew defence should be 
commended for holding out until the end.  
Tullow Community School was the opposition in the 
second round.  It was a very physical encounter with 
neither team letting in a try in the first half.  However, 

Junior Golf team: Owen Young, 
Cormac Redmond and John Young

Owen Young approaching the 
18th Green in Tullfarris Golf Club

Senior Rugby squad 2016/17
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the Tullow side was strong in the 2nd half and emerged 
victorious. This second round defeat gives entry into the 
Leinster McMullen Shield Competition which the squad 
are eagerly looking forward to.    
The Junior competition format changed this year in the 
hope that teams would get to play more competitive 
games. Teams were placed in groups of four playing in an 
initial group league setup with the top two team going 
forward to the Development Cup and the bottom two 
teams going to the Development Shield. Our first game 
was against Creagh College Gorey where we earned a 
convincing win, however we were given a walk over in 
our next two games as were Creagh. This put us top of 
the group with Creagh in second place. With not many 
games played, we were defeated by a strong Tullow 
team. We will continue to play non-competitive games 
and prepare for next season.       
The Coláiste Bhríde rugby teams would like to thank 
Michael Bolger our Leinster CRO for all the help and 
encouragement with training and Gorey R.F.C. for the 
use of their pitch and facilities for all our home games.  

Ladies Football

This year the ladies football team has gone from 
strength to strength. In September we had over sixty 

girls meet to sign up to represent the school. The girls got 
off to a great start with a convincing win over St Mary’s 

College, Arklow.  With victory after victory, we  are now 
into the county semi-final against St. Kevin’s, Dunlavin.
Our senior team matched the junior team in their 
successes throughout the term. The girls started their 
campaign with an impressive win over Creagh College 
and St. Mary’s College, Arklow. As a result the girls 
reached the county semi-final against Dominican 
College, Wicklow. Our girls stopped the Wicklow town 
side from claiming five county titles in a row. We are now 
awaiting the county final. Congratulations to everyone 
involved as they have displayed excellent skill levels and 
superb teamwork throughout each competition.

Athletics 

In Athletics, the focus of the last term has been cross 
country. Our team has been training hard on Wednesday 

afternoons as well as outside school with various clubs.
The three main events took us to Avondale twice and St 
Bridget’s in Bray, for a 500m relay race, a 1000m race, and 
finally a 2000m race in Rathdrum.  
Both collectively and individually, our athletes have done 
extremely well bringing gold, silver, and bronze medals 
home while also gaining valuable experience.    
While Laura Ivers (first year) and Liam Butler (fifth 
year) have both excelled in their categories, the whole 
team has shown great enthusiasm and commitment 
throughout the term. We look forward to the track 
events after Christmas.  

Laura Ivers, Aoibhe Lancaster and Sophie NaylorMembers of the Athletics Club

Senior Ladies Football 2016/17

Junior Ladies Football 2016/17
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Congratulations

What an 

a c h i e v e m e n t ! 
Coláiste Bhríde’s 
Transition Year 
student, Claudia 
Farrar, has been 
accepted into the 
Early University 
E n t r a n c e 
p r o g r a m m e 
(EUE) in DCU, 

organised by the Centre for Talented Youth, Ireland. 
Claudia took part in the EUE Psychology Semester 1 
course, based on DCU’s B. Sc. Psychology degree. She 
attended lectures in DCU on Fridays over a fourteen 
week period which started the week of 12th September.

  Scholars Awards

Congratulations to our Leaving Certificate students 
2016 whose excellent results placed them among 

the highest Leaving Certificate results in Ireland.
It was a very special privilege for Coláiste Bhríde that 
Toby Barry received his scholarship at the Maynooth 
University Entrance Scholars Awards held on Tuesday, 
8th November, in the Aula Maxima. Toby is studying 
Music Technology.
Aoife Kavanagh, studying Accounting and Conor Travers, 
studying Quantative Business, received an Entrance 
Scholarship in UCD on Wednesday, 16th November.
Professor Scott stressed to all present that in UCD student 
experience is central to everything. He also reminded 
students that the path of learning at university gives 
more scope to the learner and this must be supported 
by motivation and enthusiasm by the student.

On Wednesday, 30th 
November the Dublin 
City University (DCU) 
entrance scholars 
were presented with 
their award and each 
school received a 
commemorative plaque.
We in Coláiste Bhríde 
are particularly proud 
of Stanley Hadden 
and Shonagh Mulligan 
who both received 
their scholarship award 
on this auspicious 
occasion. Stanley 

studies Accounting 
and Finance, while 
Shonagh is studying 
Global Business 
USA.
Professor Brian 
McCraith, president 
of the college 
congratulated all 
111 recipients, all 
of whom achieved 
550+ points in their 
Leaving Certificate 
examination. He 
expressed how 
proud everyone, 
especially schools, 
family and now 

DCU were to celebrate 
achievement, success 
and talent in their 
young adults. Going 
forward he stressed how 
important college life in 
DCU will be. It will aim to 
give a global experience 
that will help students 
to discover and develop 
themselves and 
ultimately to enable 
them find life with 
purpose.
He finished with a very 
apt quotation from 
Seamus Heaney:

“We should keep our feet on the ground to signify that 
nothing is beneath us, but we should also lift up our eyes 
to say nothing is beyond us.”

Our school 
really does 
value the 
glory and 
successes 
of our 
alumni and 
we try to 
follow their 
p r o g r e s s 
and life 
path.

Claudia Farrar with Mrs. Dunne

Aoife Kavanagh receiving 
her UCD scholarship

Toby Barry receiving his 
NUIM  scholarship

Shonagh Mulligan and 
Stanley Hadden receiving 

their DCU scholarships

Conor Travers receiving 
his UCD scholarship
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Pope John Paul II Awards

This is the 
inaugural 

year of the 
Pope John 
Paul II Awards 
in the Ferns 
Diocese and 
C o l á i s t e 
Bhríde. It 
was offered 

to fifth year students and we currently have eighteen 
students taking part. The award involves students 
carrying out parish work and community work for a 
designated number of hours depending on whether they 
are going for a bronze, silver or gold award. There will 
be an awards ceremony in Wexford in May where they 
will receive their medal. Each student is working with 
their parish priest or reverend and finding ways to get 
involved in the parish e.g. working as Eucharistic minister, 
setting up memorial table, reading at mass etc. They 
must also carry out voluntary work in their community. It 
is a wonderful opportunity for the students to give back 
to their community while also building their own self-
esteem. Three of our students are also takng part in the 
Church of Ireland version of the award called FAST (Faith 
and Service Together). The hours that they build up for 
the John Paul award can also count towards this award 
and they will receive both medals at the end of the year. 

Ferns Diocese Volunteer Trip to Lourdes
 

This year’s hotly contested interviews took place on 
Tuesday, 6th December. Every year more and more 

students are applying for an interview after hearing 
about the experience of the previous year’s volunteers. 
Bridie O’Neill and Ms Beirne interviewed all students 
over the course of the day for five places. The following 
students will travel to Lourdes with the Ferns Diocese 
next May to help out with the elderly pilgrims: Cade 

Heffernan, Laura Doherty, Helen Hughes, Rita Doyle and 
James Tyrrell. Over the next few months they must raise 
€3000 to fund their trip. We anticipate the community, as 
always, will get behind our students to help them with 
their goal.  

Knitting Presentation to ICU Crumlin
 

On Wednesday, 30th November Carnew Community 
Care in conjunction with the school, made a 

presentation to Dervilia Beirne, an ICU nurse in Crumlin 
Children’s Hospital. Twice a year Dervilia travels down 
to collect blankets, hats, mittens and booties for the 
very sick babies in Crumlin. For three years now she has 
travelled back with a car full of goodies thanks to the 
generosity of the community in Carnew. Donations are 
constantly needed to meet the demand as for hygiene 
reasons the items are sent home with the baby when 
they leave hospital.   
If anyone would like to help out and get involved please 
contact Mary Blake in Carnew Community Care or Ms 
Beirne in Coláiste Bhríde. Donations can be dropped into 
the school all year round and these will be passed on to 
Crumlin.   

Bord Bia Cookery Competition
 

On Friday, 25th November, Ms Beirne’s second and 
fifth year Home Economic classes took part in the 

Bord Bia Quality Assured cookery competition. Each 
student had to research the Quality Assurance Scheme 
and then come up with an original recipe using either 
pork or bacon. They then had a class to cook their 
dish, present and photograph it. These photos along 
with the application forms have now been sent off to 
Bord Bia. We wish all of the 
students the best of luck and 
hopefully we will have a few 
finalists in the competition. 
First prize is a €400 One 
for All voucher and a class 
cookery demonstration with 
Rob Purcell. Well done to all 
students for their creativity 

SNIPPETS

Memorial table organised 
by fifth year students

Lourdes Volunteers 2017: Cade Heffernan, Laura 
Doherty, Helen Hughes, Rita Doyle and James Tyrrell

Knitting presentation to ICU Crumlin

Bord Bia 
competition entry
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German Exchange

Kooperative Gesamtschule Sehnde visited Coláiste 
Bhríde in from 23rd to 30th October 2016.

The German department in Coláiste Bhríde hosted 
our German exchange partners from Hannover in late 
October. Students from Coláiste Bhríde got to know 
their exchange partners and introduced them to the 
Irish culture and way of life as well as the opportunity to 
practise the English language. Tours to Croke Park, the 
National Gallery and Glendalough were the highlight 
of the week.  Attending classes in Coláiste Bhríde while 
shadowing their Irish partners gave our German guests a 
great insight into school life here. It was a most successful 
week!
Our students are now looking forward to our return visit 
to Hannover in February where they will no doubt enjoy 
themselves as much while getting an opportunity to 
improve their ability in German and to learn more about 
Germany and its culture.

French Exchange

This year marks the fourth birthday of our French 
Exchange with the Lycée Victor Hugo in Château-

Gontier in the west of France. Each October we welcome 
their teachers with their 24 charges for a ten-day period. 
During their stay they are treated to trips to Glendalough, 
Croke Park, the Heritage Centre in Wexford, Wexford 
town and Dublin city as well as the addition of a cultural 
evening of traditional music and dance facilitated by the 
school trad band and musicians. Reports back from our 
visitors have been categorically positive. They spend two 
weekends in total linguistic immersion with our Irish host 
families. This provides them with invaluable exposure to 
English in real-life contexts and brings the language to 
life in a way that learning in class cannot do.
During our stay in France each March our students are 
afforded a similarly rich linguistic experience as well 
as unforgettable trips to the famous Mont St Michel, 
the seaside town of St. Malo, chocolate factories and 
treasure hunts in Château-Gontier, breathtaking castles 
and bustling cities as well as the cafés, music, croissants, 
art, culture, passion and everything else that forms the 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE & TOURS
beating heart of French life. It is an action-packed ten 
days but of invaluable importance to our students who 
get to see and experience the French culture from their 
text books brought to life.
Last year we also piloted a new programme that brought 
a smaller number of French students to our school to 
stay with families for a more extended period of time. 
This opportunity increases the level of immersion in the 
studied culture and language and affords students 4 
weeks of authentic life as a student in school and in a 
home. The return trip sends our students to France for 
3-4 weeks during their TY year, thereby helping them to 
build a solid platform for their Leaving Certificate French 
course.

Lake Garda Trip

Forty Nine T.Y. students embarked from Coláiste 
Bhríde at 2a.m. for the sunny plains of Italy on 1st 

June. Alongside Ms.Drummond, Mrs. Byrne, Mr. King, 
Mr. Morris, Ms. Neville and Mr. Finn, they spent four days 
on an action packed trip, taking in the lovely sights of 
Verona, Venice and Sirmione, where they saw the Arena 
Amphitheatre, Casa de Giuliette, The Doge’s Palace, The 
Bridge of Sighs and more. 
When they arrived, they set off for shopping and 
sightseeing in Verona, where they saw the Arena 
Ampitheathre and Casa de Giuliette. The next day, they 
explored their adventurous sides at the theme park 
Gardaland, and a night of bowling where the teachers 
proved to be quite the competitors. The next morning, 
they set out on a boat trip to Venice, where they enjoyed 

French Exchange students enjoy a day out

TY students in Venice

German Exchange students enjoying 
a day out in Glendalough
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GREEN SCHOOLS 
a guided tour and gondola rides. They experienced 
some of Italy’s finest cuisine, such as pizza, pasta and ice 
cream. On their final day, they endeavoured on a boat 
trip around Sirmione and then a shopping spree in the 
Oreo Shopping Centre before heading for the airport.
The holiday came to an end and after a non-stop trip, 
filled with laughter and treasured memories they began 
their journey home. They arrived back to Coláiste Bhríde 
at 3 a.m. that morning.

Literacy

As part of the literacy programme for the school, 
the following initiatives were carried out from 

September - December 2016:
First year students completed a reading test in 
September. This test will be administered again at the 
end of second year and results compared. They  also 
completed a Drumcondra Reasoning Test in Verbal 
Reasoning, Numerical Ability and Reasoning.
DEAR (Drop everything and read) was run during the 
week of October 24th - 28th inclusive. All first, second, 
third and TY year students participated in this initiative 
which involves students bringing in a book of their 
choice to read for a half hour period three times in the 
week.  On completion, a book review was carried out 
by each student. A Read Wall has also been established 
in the school. To encourage reading even further, all 
first and second year students have an allotted time in 
English class during the week where they read at their 
own level and for enjoyment. All students were furnished 
with a reading list at the beginning of the year to help 
them with their selection. Teachers are also working with 
students to enable them to self-evaluate and correct 

mistakes in their work.

Green-Schools

The Green-Schools Committee is currently 
working very hard in the second year of the 

seventh flag “Global Citizenship and Energy”. The 
students have achieved so much this term so far. 
Padraic Creedon from Global Action Plan Ireland 
gave a workshop on Globalisation to the committee 

and a group of Transition Year students. Students 
participated in walking debates about poverty, 
hunger, good health & wellbeing, gender equality 
in education and clean water. They shared their 
thoughts and concerns about how their actions 
affect people all over the world. They discussed the 
sustainable development goals for 2030 and how 
they can do their part to help. Making small changes 
causes positive rippling effects. Students agreed to 
engage in meatless Monday, light bulb lament or bus 
boom to help make these small changes. 
Niall Bradley and Bernadette Dunne proudly 
represented the Green-Schools Committee at our 
schools open evening on 10th November. They 
interacted with both incoming students and parents 
discussing the effects of reducing energy in the 
home and school and the impact of climate change. 
In October, Caoimhe Coady was successfully selected 
as a Green-Schools Ambassador for Coláiste Bhríde. 
Her application was selected from a large number 
of applicants throughout Ireland. Caoimhe got the 
opportunity to work alongside other successful 
Ambassadors at a workshop in November and will 
be invited to a follow up session in January.  She 
brought back various ideas which she will share with 
her committee members and begin to implement 
in our school to help us all become aware of how 
our actions affect people all over the world. As part 
of their energy saving strategies, the Green-Schools 
committee designed small posters to stick up in all 
of the rooms beside the light switches to remind 
students and teachers to switch off the lights when 
leaving. They creatively included five different 
languages into their posters to incorporate our 
global citizenship theme. The committee generated 
a Green-Schools Edmodo page for all students in the 
school. They regularly add interesting energy facts, 
tips and ideas for saving energy and the affects of 
climate change. The committee is currently running 
a poster competition for all first year students to 
help generate their Green-Schools slogan and raise 
awareness of energy consumption and energy saving 
techniques.
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Green Schools Committee with 
Ms. Davitt and Mr. John Murphy
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Tom Murphy

Days after Tom Murphy completed his 
Junior Certificate at Coláiste Bhríde, 

he took the enormous step of signing with 
Premier League Club, Everton. Tom was just 
15 and had a number of other clubs after his 
signature but finally decided to put pen to 
paper with the Toffees. Despite his hectic 
schedule, Tom has been back to see us here 
in Carnew and has told us of his experience 
so far.  We were all aware that this was a 
childhood dream of Tom’s and so far it has 
lived up to his expectations.  He says Everton 

is a great club to be part of.  The atmosphere is wonderful.  His normal day starts at 6.30 am and 
he is at Finch Farm, Everton’s training complex by 8.00 a.m. He spends his day alternating between 
the gym and training sessions on the pitch.   Most days, Tom is not finished until 4.30 p.m.  Despite 
this gruelling and demanding schedule, he is adapting well and says himself that he wouldn’t 
change it for anything.  Since joining Everton, he has become quite the jet setter and has had 
wonderful travel opportunities such as travelling to Croatia for a week long training camp. To date, 
Everton’s U18 team are unbeaten in their last eleven games in all competitions, including a 2-0 
win versus local rivals Tranmere in the FA Youth Cup to progress to the next round. Murphy has 
also had the honour of donning the green jersey to represent his country at U17 level. In August 
and September, he played in two international friendlies against Slovenia in their state of the art 
training complex and also lined out against Turkey in Cork. He was also selected to go to the Euro 
Qualifiers in October in Andorra. The boys in green were drawn in a group with Greece, Kazakhstan 
and hosts, Andorra. They secured all nine points from the three games and now go forward to 
the elite phase in March with a place up for grabs in the U17 European Championship. On top of 
having a full time football schedule, Tom also attends 
Carmel College were he is completing a BTEC in Sport. 
As we here at Coláiste Bhríde have come to expect, 
Tom is taking nothing for granted and  knows he still 
has a long way to go. “I’ve been here six months now 
and for me personally it has flown by. I just take one 
day at a time and always try to give 100% every time I 
step out onto the pitch. For me it’s an opportunity to 
achieve my dream. I’m at a great club that believes in 
the youth so hopefully I can continue to develop and 
hopefully break into the U23 team and first team in 
years to come.” 
And so say all of us!

Check out our new website: www.cbcarnew.ie

Keep up to date with our School App
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

                                
Coláiste Bhríde Carnew

         @cbcarnew
 

Tom Murphy at a recent FAI training camp

Tom Murphy representing Ireland at U17 level


