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Coláiste Bhríde’s Exceptional Global Passport

Our school has been awarded a special Global Passport. Irish Aid and Global World Wide Schools 
award three different levels of passport awards. Coláiste Bhríde has been awarded the top 

passport along with two other schools, and are the only schools to have achieved this level in 
Ireland. Our school is now recognised as a Dev Ed school. So what is a Dev Ed school? Development 
Education is an educational process, which aims to increase awareness and understanding of the 
world we live in. It challenges perceptions and aims to create a just world. Our school is now a part 
of this process.
You may still be wondering why they call it a passport. Well the answer is simple. We have reached 
one of this years many aims but our journey is not over. We don't get a passport just to leave it 
on the shelf, we get it so we can go places. This achievement really highlights Coláiste Bhríde as 
a school that is going places. The passport is just another step on our Development Education 
journey. There are so many ways we can add the metaphorical stamps to this passport to show 

what we have achieved. The possibilities for 
our school are now endless. There's a lovely 
quote from Anne Frank "How wonderful it is 
that nobody need wait a single moment before 
starting to improve the world." We have already 
conquered the most difficult task, now we must 
merely keep going. The Dev Ed team would 
like you to continue with us on our journey in 
changing the world one step at a time!

Anne Marie Doyle, Transition Year
Development Education Committee

Zara Martin and Ms Dunne receiving our Global 
Passport from Junior Minister Seán Sherlock
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Our New Zealand Visitors - Rangitoto College

Coláiste Bhríde’s connection with Rangitoto College, Auckland, was further developed in April 
when the reciprocal visit took place. Three members of staff from Rangitoto College spent 

time in our school and also met with the New Junior Curriculum planning team. For Gary Hunt, 
Michael Randal and Beryl Hunt, it was their first visit to Ireland and they were keen to make the 
most of their experience. The exchange of educational best practice both in our school and in 
Rangitoto College was the focus of the visit. From the Coláiste Bhríde point of view, we presented 
“Our Digital Journey”, our teacher induction programme, demonstrated our student talents, and 
showed how Development Education is central to our school ethos.  Our New Zealand counterparts 
shared their approach to teaching and learning and 
their accelerated learning programme amongst other 
educational aspects. A highlight for them was the range 
of activities in our Transition Year programme, not 
forgetting the hurling exhibition from our U14 hurlers. 
They thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the National 1798 
Centre in Enniscorthy as well as tracing the Craanford 
connections of their former Prime Minister, Jim Bolger.   
We look forward to what the future holds in terms of this 
international educational exchange. 

New Board of Management 

A newly structured Board of Management has been 
established in all Educational and Training Board 

(ETB) schools. The ETB replaces the former VEC system 
and Coláiste Bhríde is one of the twenty two schools 
within the Kildare Wicklow ETB remit.  
Role of the Board: A board of management for an ETB 
school has a clear remit to manage that school on behalf 
of the ETB, in accordance with legislation, Department 
of Education and Skills (DES) circulars, guidelines and 
procedures, and any policies or strategies that the ETB 
may establish regarding the operation of its schools. The 
functions of a board may, in the main, be categorised 
under three different headings:  Policy setting and 
strategic planning. Monitoring the implementation of 
policy, strategy, and plans. Supporting the principal 
and his/her staff. Our Coláiste Bhríde new Board of 
Management met in May and will act as a governance 
body for KWETB and the school until 2019.  Members 
include:  Tommy Annesley, Fiona Redmond, Vincent 
Blake, Trevor Mathews, John Naylor, Bríd Kavanagh, 
Conor Hodgins, Elma Drummond, and Darren Tobin. 
Secretary to the board is Linda Dunne. 

Our New Zealand Visitors
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Coláiste Bhríde Literacy 2014-15

It was a very busy year for the literacy team this year. The DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) initiative 
was run from October 20th-24th with all First and Second years participating. This was followed up 

by a book review by each of these students. From this, a Read Wall is currently being compiled with a 
book cover and a review posted on the wall next to the library. Keywords were an ongoing initiative in 
all subjects for the whole year. A keyword test was administered to all First and Second year students in 
every subject just before Christmas. The results from each year group were as follows: Winners in First 
Year: 1st Sarah Kenny (1 Elm), 2nd Killian Byrne (1 Elm), 3rd Mollie Butler (1 Oak). Winners in Second 
Year: 1st Alicia Kavanagh (2 Ash), Joint 2nd Taylor Hedderman (2 Laurel) and Sophie Jordan (2 Laurel), 
Joint 3rd  Claudia Farrar (2 Laurel) and Grace O'Halloran (2 Oak). The entrance test was carried out on 
February 7th for incoming First Years and a reading audit will be compiled by the end of the school 
year. This will be used as a foundation from which to build on from next September. The GRT (Group 
Reading Test) will be administered to all Second Years as part of their summer tests. The scores will 
be compiled and compared to results from assessments carried out in the previous two years. Staff 
concentrated on presentation and neatness in written work in all subjects. All English teachers of 
First and Second Year students devoted a weekly twenty minute reading for pleasure slot within their 
English classes.

Green Schools

Over the last two years, the Green Schools Committee in 
Coláiste Bhríde has worked tirelessly in our bid to acquire 

our sixth green flag and we are delighted to announce that we 
have achieved this aim.  The sixth flag entitled “Global Citizenship, 
Litter and Waste” marks the twelfth year that Coláiste Bhríde has 
embraced the ethos of the Green school programme. This is a 
process that has only been achieved by gaining the other five 
flags. The first flag allowed the students to re-evaluate the litter 
and waste problem in the school. The second made students more 
aware of the consumption of energy within the school, which 
was followed by the water conservation flag. The fourth flag took 
into consideration the ways that students travel to school and 
the fifth flag was related to biodiversity. In order to gain this flag 
the students needed to return to the first flag while introducing 
the new element of Global Citizenship. The aim of “Global 
Citizenship, Litter and Waste” was to create an understanding 
about the links between environmental degradation and human 
rights. We learned about the development of sustainability and 
interdependency in the world and how our actions on a local level 
have an effect on the rest of the world. We looked at programmes 
that are aiding this process such as FairTrade and Kenco Vs Gangs. We studied the various companies in 
Ireland that promote a better future for third world countries. Our students are wonderful ambassadors for 
the programme and  are one of the few secondary schools in the country who has achieved a flag to this 
standard. Over the last two years the committee has met at least once a week to discuss ways to improve 
the programme within our school. They have attended workshops, hosted coffee mornings, worked at 
the Open Night, organised new bins, reduced the level of tin foil and promoted FairTrade products in the 
school to name but a few of their initiatives. The committee represented our school with distinction during 
its Green School interviews and has even presented its initiatives and guidelines to visiting groups that 
have come to the school this year. The school now moves on to the sevensth green flag, “Global citizenship 
and energy” and we wish the committee every success in its endeavour. 

Green Schools Committee with our 
6th Green Flag
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In its 51st year, the BT Young Scientist & 
Technology Exhibition is much more than a 

competition; it is an unforgettable experience 
of a lifetime for the students who take part.   
This year proved to be a very successful year 
for the Coláiste Bhríde Science Department 
with a total of six successful projects qualified; 
eleven finalists travelled to the RDS for the four 
days. The projects consisted of: Senior category:  
Biological and Ecological Sciences: 
“Which cattle breed has the lowest carbon 
‘Hoof’print?”  (Úna Sinnott, Tommy McGing 
and Padraig Doyle) Intermediate category: 
Social and Behavioural Sciences: “How 
has the new rule in GAA impacted the 
football?”  (Rhys Gaynor and Ciara Jordan)          
“The antisocial and nutritional   aspects of a 
gluten free diet”.   (Sophie Kenny and 
AislingQuinn) “Liar, Liar Genes on Fire”.  (Ellen 
Walsh, Jacqui Whelan and Charlotte Hale)   
Biological and Ecological Sciences: “Fast 
Food or Home Food”.  (Krystian Jacobzak 
and Adam Rochford) Junior category:  
Social and Behavioural Sciences: 
“Have iPads facilitated Inquiry  
based learning?” (Grace Hennessy)

Our senior   team   came   up   trumps   with  a  
win  in    their senior category, Biological and 
Ecological Sciences, for their project entitled 
“Which cattle breed have the lowest carbon 

All our recent Young Scientist competitors

Grace Hennessy at her Young 
Scientist display  stand
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Saffron Science Competition 2015

Colaiste Bhride Carnew, were one of ninety 
seven schools nationally to participate in the 

Saffron Second Year Science competition. Entries 
for the competition comprised of a three minute 
video, detailing how technology may impact 
transport systems in the future. To decide who 
represented our school, we held a mini Science 
competition amongst our Second Years. Thirteen 
groups entered from throughout second  year, with 
the winning idea being one that was well thought 
out, well produced and well presented.  This 
winning group also came very well placed in sixth 
position out of the ninety seven entries.

Judges from the NRA and eFlow commended our 
students for such a practical idea that could be 
easily implemented and impact on the world of 
transport for the disabled.
The finalists’ videos, including ours, can be seen 
on their website http://competition.saffrontravel.
org and click on Saffrons YouTube channel. 
Highly commended were Dmitriy Dranko, Grace 
O Halloran, Katie Smyth and Aoilbhe Behan.
In fourth place, for their video on Cycling Safety 
came, Caitlin Black, Emily Parle and Roisin 
McDonald. In third place, for their video on Kinetic 
Energy Recovery Devices, came Adam Hayes and 
Cian Doyle. In second place, for their video on 
Petrol Station Microchips came  Leigh Ludgate 
,Sarah-Ann Brennan ,David Doyle, Aoife and Ciara 
Breen,Conor Cullen-Nolan. In first place, for their 
idea “Disspaceable”, were our winners Kenzie 
White, Tara Kinsella and Jon Holmes.

‘Hoof’print?”. They proved their hypothesis that 
traditional breeds such as Hereford and Angus 
have a lower carbon footprint than continental 
breeds such as Charolais and Limousin.   
For the first time, scholarships of €1,000 were  
awarded to every Fifth and Sixth Year student 
who won first place in either the individual 
or group categories at the exhibition. Our 
Fifth Year students who have received the 
entrance scholarship prize will be able to 
‘bank’ their award until Sixth Year, when 
they make their university applications.     
Our junior competitor, Grace Hennessy, was 
also successful winning a display award for her 
project entitled “Do iPads facilitate Inquiry based 
learning?”. Grace surveyed the teachers and 
pupils in Coláiste Bhríde, Carnew, and Creagh 
College, Gorey, and statistically analysed the 
results. Her comprehensive surveys proved that 
iPads do facilitate more Inquiry based learning 
in schools, with both teachers and pupils 
providing evidence to support her hypothesis. 
The charm of the Coláiste Bhríde competitors 
and their topical projects meant that 2015 
saw an all-time high for media coverage on 
all projects with every one of our competitors 
being interviewed and photographed for 
numerous TV and radio shows and newspapers.

Saffron Science Competition Winners
Tara Kinsella, Jon Holmes and 

Kenzie White

Ellen Walsh, Charlotte Hale and Jacqui Whelan 
pictured with Mr. Michael Lawlor



TY NEWS

DEV ED WORKSHOPS

All of our TY students got the opportunity to participate in 
workshops on development issues with their peers from 

our network school, CBS Carlow. Issues discussed included 
Education and Child Labour, Climate Change, Hunger, Gender 
Equality, Fairtrade, Water and Lent, Conflict and Sustainable 
D e v e l o p m e n t . 
Workshops were 
facilitated by  
Trócaire, Concern, 
Worldwise Global 
Schools, and ECO 
UNESCO.
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Our Transition Year 
Programme is going 

from strength to strength 
since its inception in 2001 
with one hundred and four 
students having completed 
the programme this year. We 
have a multitude of modules 
and extra-curricular activities 
which ensures a diversity of 
experiences for our students. 
While maintaining an academic 
focus, we strive to ensure that 
our programme is never static, 
but continuously evolving 
with the introduction of new 
activities each year.

Law Module

We continued with our very 
successful Legal Studies 

Module this year. As part of this 
module, two TY class groups 
visited the Central Criminal 
Court in Dublin. The aim of the 
trip was to provide students 
with an understanding and 
insight into the Irish court 
system. In addition, our 
students and teachers were 
afforded the chance to sit in 
on actual court proceedings. 
One of the groups sat in on 
the renowned Graham Dwyer 
murder trial.

Glasnevin Cemetery and 
Croke Park

All Transition Year students 
participated in this ESS 

trip. They received an excellent 

account of the history of the 
GAA and the inner workings 
of the Croke Park Stadium. 
Glasnevin cemetery offered a 
unique opportunity to bring 
the story of some of the most 
important figures in Irish 
history to life. They visited 
the graves of Michael Collins, 
Eamon de Valera, Daniel 
O’Connell, and Charles Stuart 
Parnell.

Work Experience

One hundred and four 
innovative, enterprising, 

and ambitious TY students 
undertook a work placement 
that reflected their career 
aspirations. They scaled many 
heights on their placements  
to include auditing accounts, 
administering prescriptions, 
nursing the sick, teaching the 
young, and witnessing an 
appendectomy to name but a 
few. 

Driving Instruction

Students  experienced 
behind the wheel 

instruction in a one-day 
workshop in Maynooth. This 
tied in nicely with their Road 
Safety module.  

ECDL

Students are progressing well 
with the various modules 

of their European Computer 
Driving Licence at this stage. 
It is a great opportunity for an 
extra qualification!

A visit to the grave of 
Eamon de Valera

TY Dev Ed workshop in The Parish 
Centre in Carlow

Road Safety day in Maynooth
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Mini-Companies

We have had another 
year of creative and 

innovative business ideas, our 
six school winners participated 
in the Co. Wicklow Enterprise 
Awards and came home with 
further prizes:
2nd Runner Up, Bolgáin Solais: 
Emer Rose Kealy, Ella Doran, 
Conor and Curtis Keating.
Most Innovative Idea, All Star 
Storage Martin Doyle, James 
Gregan, and Dan O’Neill.
Best Quality Product: Wood 
Wax Megan Tallon, Michael 
Conroy, and Dean Grandy.
Most Innovative Sales Strategy: 
Bottled  Tom Furlong.
It was a great achievement to 
come home with four prizes 
out of a total of nine prizes in 
the county. 

TY Yearbook

We congratulate Ms 
Gahan and her students 

for the wonderful job in the 
compilation of this year’s 
Yearbook which is on sale 
in school. It is a wonderful 
celebration and collection of 
student achievements. Well 
done to one and all!

Celebration Evening

Congratulations to our 
TY students on their 

meaningful Celebration 
Evening on May 20th. 
Students were rewarded for 
all the contributions which 
they made throughout their 
Transition Year. Portfolios of 
certificates, trophies and prizes 
were all very well deserved. 
Congratulations to all. 

TY DRAMA

“Our Day Out” directed by  Ellie Condren with  Home First, 
“Journey to X” directed  by  Gina O’Reilly,  and  “Father Ted”, 
directed by Sinéad Finlay, were all outstanding productions 
this year and 
up there with 
the best. 
S t u d e n t s 
e n j o y e d 
e v e r y 
moment of 
their drama 
module.

BUTTERFLY FARM EQUESTRIAN 

A Big thank you to Alma and Michael Byrne from Butterfly Farm 
Equestrian Centre for their very generous support, excellent 

guidance and the use of their facilities throughout the years.  Our 
Transition years were very fortunate to avail of their tuition once 
a week during their Equestrian 
Module.  Every Wednesday 
afternoon we had a group 
of pupils who took part in 
equestrian lessons where they 
progressed from beginner 
riders to become skilled show 
jumpers under their guidance. 
The Byrne family have always 
gone above and beyond the 
call of duty and all pupils who 
attended Butterfly Farm over 
the years from Coláiste Bhríde 
Carnew thoroughly enjoyed 
their time. 

‘Father Ted’ Drama group

Jacqui Whelan in 
Butterfly Farm
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Alex Dudzik at the Trócaire Climate Change 
Weekend in Maynooth University

Krystian Jakobczak at the Trócaire Climate 
Change Weekend in Maynooth University

Oisín Furlong and Zara Martin in Dublin 
Castle at the National Youth Council Forum on 

Sustainable Development Goals

Madam Sarah and Nelson TZ down on the farm with 
Andy Hughes and Martin Doyle 

Students from St. Mary’s Academy Carlow, 
Coláiste Bhríde Carnew and Coláiste Bhríde 
Clondalkin receiving their Global Passport
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Baltinglass Outdoor Pursuits Centre

Our Fifth Year Leaving Certificate Applied 
students really enjoyed a few fun filled 

days involving themselves in a myriad of 
activities. They participated in archery, 
kayaking, abseiling and orienteering. Many 
commented that they would return again to 
the centre. 

Work Experience

Our Fifth Year students completed two 
work experience placements this year. 

Our Sixth year students attended their work 
placements every Friday. Some students 
were lucky enough to be offered summer 
jobs. Disciplines included Childcare, Retail 
Management, Leisure and Recreation,  
Mechanics, and Equine Studies to name but a 
few. 

Student Tasks

This term our Fifth Year students completed 
a Vocational Preparation Task and a Task 

in Graphic Construction. Task work was 
examined by interview and the Examiners 
on the day were very complimentary of our 
students. Well done to all concerned. Our 
Leaving Certificate students had a really busy 
year with Tasks in ICT, Contemporary Issues, 
and Practical Achievement. 

Examinations

Well done to our Leaving Certificate 
Applied students on successfully 

completing all their recent Orals in Gaeilge and 
English and their challenging two-hour ICT 
examination. We wish them all the very best in 
their interview for Graphic Construction and 
their written State examinations in June.

LCA NEWS

January brought decisions, choices, and new 
beginnings where the Sixth, Third and TY 

students made important life choices. CAO 
applications were submitted and Third and TY 
students made important decisions about their 
Leaving Cert when they picked their Fifth Year 
subjects.  In addition, an information night was 
held for Sixth class pupils and their parents in 
January. We look forward to working with our 
new First Years and wish them every educational 
success here in Coláiste Bhríde.
Synergy Risk Management facilitated a Safe Pass 
course for eighteen students on May 6th. It was a 
fantastic opportunity for students as it will enable 
them to secure summer employment in industrial 
and construction settings.  
Fifth year students had information talks from 
University of Limerick, Carlow IT, DCU, and UCD.  
Enniscorthy College of Further Education and 
Coláiste na Átha, Kilmuckridge met with the 
Leaving Certificate Applied students. 
Now, it is all about change of mind, flying the coop, 
and realising dreams for our Sixth Year students. 
May you all sail on the sea of ambition and land on 
the shores of success. We look forward to hearing 
great things about you all in the years to come.

LCA trip to Baltinglass
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Meitheal Awards Ceremony 

The  Meitheal  presentation 
took place in St. Mary's CBS, 

Enniscorthy, with twenty two schools 
from Wexford and Coláiste Bhríde 
present. Our celebrations began in 
school where we enjoyed afternoon 
tea and games before we departed 
for Enniscorthy. The  Meitheal  leaders 
performed during the ceremony. 
Coláiste Bhríde was represented by 
Andrew Hughes on guitar and Katie 
Fay on vocals. Our Meitheal  leaders 
give up their time during the summer 
to train as leaders and at the end 
of August they help with First Year 
induction. They work with First Years at morning assemblies and at lunchtimes, when their peers 
are getting on with their own activities. The Meitheal  leaders help to support the First Years in 
everyway possible. Certificates of participation were presented by our First year representatives 
Cora Tyrrell and Caoimhe Coady. We thank the leaders for their time and effort and wish them well 
in their exams.

Senior Prefects 2014/2015

This year's Senior 
Prefects consist of 

twenty seven Fifth and 
Sixth year students.
The commitment, 
enthusiasm, and 
leadership of these 
students have been quite 
remarkable. The Senior 
Prefects work closely with 
a designated Second Year 
class group throughout 
the year. Through 
regular engagement and 
interaction with these 
younger students, they 
have truly demonstrated 

their ability to act as responsible young leaders and positive role models. Also, their willingness 
to help out at school events such as parent-teacher meetings and school activities has been an 
invaluable support to both teachers and management.We would like to extend our many thanks 
to this year’s Senior Prefects, and are confident that the skills they have acquired throughout the 
year, while acting as school leaders will stand to them in the future. 

Senior Prefects 2014 / 15

Meitheal Leaders receiving their certificates
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Student Council 2015

It has been another busy and exciting year for the Student Council. 
The goal of the council is to act as the conduit between school 

management and students and to ensure information and ideas 
flow between both groups. As we look back on 2015, the Student 
Council is especially proud of what we have achieved and we would 
like to thank school management, teachers and students for their 
enthusiastic support.
Back in August 2014, the council elected officers for the coming 
year, with the ever positive Megan Swart elected Chairperson. The 
council started work on creating a newsletter which is distributed 
on the school Open Night. Work started in early November on the X-mas Factor, the school talent 
competition that runs on the last day of school before Christmas. Thanks to Ms. Finlay’s excellent 
leadership, the show went off seamlessly and raised over €1,500 for our school charity, “Self Help Africa”. 
In early January, the council took the decision to again run the school Spelling Bee Competition which 
was such a success the previous year. The initiative was open to all First to Fourth year students and 
it focused on commonly misspelled words. A “Word of the Day” was chosen and each week a spelling 

test was given in each English class. At the 
end of a five-week period, one student from 
each English class was chosen to represent 
their class at the Spelling Bee final. It was 
a great final this year with many tie break 
rounds. The eventual winner was Aoife Yang 
in Third Year.
The Student Council decided that we 
really wanted to highlight the Irish Cancer 
Society’s Daffodil Day and make as much 
money as possible. On the day, the council 
organised face painting and sold pins and 
badges. It was a great success and over €420 
was raised. Positive Mental Health Week 

started at the end of April and the council organised a number of events to support this important 
cause. The week started with our “Happy Hat/Horrible Hair” day where students donated €1 to wear a 
funny hat or to have a “creative” hair style. The council also posted a “Happiness is....” blank poster on 
the corridor where students were encouraged to write a few words about what made them happy. Our 
week ended with “Wear something that makes you happy” Day. It was a great success and at the end 
of the week, over €500 was raised. The money will go to Pieta 
House which supports young people who are experiencing 
mental health issues. 
First Year Elections: The first year student council elections were 
a tightly contested affair with thirteen enthusiastic students 
putting their names forward. Students proactively campaigned 
with Edmodo pages and Facebook pages right up until the last 
minute on Election Day, May 22nd. The results were very close 
and the following five students have been elected to represent 
their year on the council:Thomas May, Cora Tyrell, Adam Bailey, 
Rachel Sheil and Pierre Woods. We wish them every success on 
the council. 

Daffodil Day 2015

Student Council members 2014 / 15

Newly elected First Year 
representatives
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It has been a very successful year to date in the 
school as regards debating with the Senior 

Team reaching the semi-final of the Concern 
Debates competition. The team had to battle 
through six previous debates on topics 
ranging from “The Ice Bucket Challenge” to 
“Independence for Scotland” to reach the final 
four of a competition that started with one 
hundred and thirty four teams. In the semi-
final, they faced an impressive Presentation 
Bagenalstown team and were tasked with 
opposing the motion "The West is to blame for 
the rise of Islamic state". All concerned agreed 
that this was the more difficult side of the 
debate. 
Despite giving it their all, the ferocity of the 
Presentation team was just too intense to 
overcome. Despite initial disappointment, the 
girls took solace in the fact they had achieved 
so much and came so far since the start of the 
year. The young team made up completely 
from TY students look forward to competing 
again next year.

County Debating Champs

The Coláiste Bhríde Junior Debating Team 
represented the school at the recent 

Wicklow County Council Environmental 
Debates Final in Claremont College, Wicklow. 
The team of Rachel Sheil (captain), Cora Tyrrell, 
and Alanna Davidson proposed the motion 
“That a resurgent economy will spoil Ireland’s 
environment” against a senior team from East 
Glendalough School, Wicklow. The fact that 

our girls are all in First Year did not deter their 
forceful argument, humour and attacking 
rebuttal, resulting in a unanimous verdict in 
favour of Coláiste Bhríde. To add further to the 
team’s victory, Alanna Davidson was announced 
as Best Speaker of the debate. Congratulations 
to the team on such a remarkable achievement.

Golf Classic

This year’s annual Golf Classic is scheduled 
for Friday 12th June. We would like to thank 

all our loyal supporters and local businesses 
for their continued sponsorship.  Our Parents 
Association are working especially hard to make 
sure the event is a success.  Timesheet online  at 
coollattingolfclub.com. We would like to thank 
our major sponsors for this year: Ashdown Park 
Hotel and the Amber Springs Hotel along with 
Candy’s Carnew.

Candy’s 

Carnew 053-9423751

Best Speaker - Alanna Davidson

Cora Tyrrell, Rachel Sheil and Alanna 
Davidson with Ms Gahan

Emer Rose Kealy, Jacqui Whelan, 
Anne Marie Doyle and Alex Dudzik
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Seachtain na Gaeilge

Bhí seachtain den scoth againn ar scoil 
i mbliana chun Seachtain na Gaeilge a 

chéiliúradh. Bhí cluichí boird éagsúla againn 
agus bhain na daltaí an-taitneamh as. D’imir 
muid Cé Hé? agus Biongó trí Ghaeilge. Bhí 
Cóisir Tae ag roinnt ranganna freisin. Bhí ár 
ngrúpa traidisiúnta ag seinm ag am lóin. Bhí 
ceol, damhsa agus craic ag roinnt daltaí is 
múinteoirí. Thaitin sé go mór leis na scoláirí 
nuair a chan siad a gcuid amhrán féin “We’re 
Throwing Their Lives Away” chun críoch a chur 
le Seachtain na Gaeilge 2015. 

TY Irish Workshop

Scéal, which is a new Irish language workshop 
from High Rock Productions, came to Coláiste 

Bhríde to work with our Transition Year students. 
It is designed to build students’ confidence 
in spoken Irish and to improve key skills of 
presentation and teamwork and hopefully the 
students benefited from this experience. The 
facilitators took students in groups of up to thirty 
six students. The workshop began with a comic 
performance based on a famous story. This was 
followed by a series of speaking activities to build 
students’ confidence in spoken Irish and to get 
them working in groups to develop a script for 
the story. The workshop finished with students 
presenting a version of the story themselves. 
They provided all the props, sound effects, and 
special effects to ensure the students had a 
hilarious, creative experience working in Irish.

Lá Gaeilge – March 11, 2015

Our First Years enjoyed their Lá Gaeilge 
with activities such as Zumba, Spórt, 

Amhránaíocht, Tóraíocht Taisce agus Picnic to 
keep them entertained throughout the day.
The classes were encouraged to take part and 
use their ‘Cúpla Focal’. Prizes were presented at 
the end of the day to the winners of the various 
activities. Huge thanks to the TY students who 
organised the activities for the day and put in a 
lot of work and preparation.

Irish Oral Workshop Sixth Years
 

High Rock Productions presented their show 
to the Sixth year students, which was based 

on the twenty Picture Series, which are part of 
the Oral Examination. The students got the 
opportunity to practice when they took part in 
the workshops. The students enjoyed the show 
and benefited from the workshops.

Ceardlann na hIdirbhliana

Daltaí ón gcéad bhliain ag baint úsáid as a
 gcuid Gaeilge ar an Lá Gaeilge

Ceardlann na Séú Bliana



ALL THE LATEST SPORTING NEWS

14

Senior Hurling 2014/2015

This year saw our Senior 
hurlers build on the solid 

foundation laid by the past 
few years' senior squads by 
claiming the South Leinster 
Senior Hurling title for the 
first time in many years. Over 
the past number of years, we 
have been steadily becoming 
more serious contenders in this 
competition and this year saw 
all that hard work finally convert 
into silverware. Led by the 
solid backbone of experience 
provided by team captain 
Niall Hughes and fellow senior 
hurling veterans Enda Donohoe, 
William Conroy, and Aaron 
Kinsella, we emerged out of our 
three group games comfortably 
enough and confident in our 
ability to go further.
In the semi-final of the 
competition, we beat 
Ramsgrange with a severely 
weakened team. This was 
the moment for some of our 
younger players to shine. They 
proved that the future of Senior 
Hurling in Coláiste Bhríde is in 
safe hands.
On a freezing cold, wet and 
windy day in October, we 
fielded a full-strength squad 

against Scoil Airgeail 
in Ballyhale. The team 
showed passion, 
hard work, and rigid 
discipline in every 
area of the field and it 
is down to this more 
than any individual 
performance or score 
that brought this 
victory home for us. 
Later in the year we 
retained, for the ninth 

consecutive year, the Wicklow 
Schools title, on a wet and windy 
afternoon against the combined 
forces of Arklow Schools.

Ladies Football

The Coláiste Bhríde ladies 
football teams have had 

another very successful year. The 
Senior players were hampered 
by the fact that the team had 
lost a lot of players who had 
left to go on to the next stage 
of their education but this did 
not stop them performing well 
in both Wicklow and Leinster. 
The Junior team, however, were 
bolstered with the arrival of very 
strong players to the school. 
The Junior team played in the 
under 16 category and, despite 

the fact that they consisted 
mainly of First and Second year 
players, they scored over two 
hundred points in five games. 
Sadly they were beaten in both 
the Wicklow and Leinster semi-
finals, but this is only the start 
for this very strong team.

Senior Camogie 

In January, our enior camogie 
panel played Mercy Secondary 

School, Kilbeggan, Westmeath, 
in the Leinster D  Senior Camogie 
Final. This was the senior team’s 
third time reaching this stage 
of the competition in recent 
years, and the girls were keen 
not to repeat the outcome of 
those matches. Coláiste Bhríde 
made their presence known to 
the Westmeath side from the 
first blow of the whistle with 
two swift goals in the opening 
minutes of the game. The team 
continued to dominate and 
overshadow and, by the end 
of the first half, almost every 
Coláiste Bhríde forward and 
mid-field player had scored. 
The girls were eager to build on 
their performance in the second 
half as they once again dazzled 
spectators with superb scores. 

Members of the Junior and Senior winning Camogie teams

Senior Hurling team 2014 / 15
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The game finished in favour of 
Coláiste Bhríde. The Senior Panel 
then progressed to the Senior 
All Ireland Semi-Final against 
Coláiste an Phiarsaigh, Gleann 
Maghair, but unfortunately 
were defeated on the day. 
The Senior Panel also retained 
the Senior County Wicklow A 
Championship title for a sixth 
consecutive year.

Junior Camogie

Having won the Leinster D 
Final last year, the Junior 

Panel moved up a grade to a 
more testing competition. While 
the junior panel did not advance 
to the final in the Leinster C 
competition, they did succeed 
in securing the Junior County 
Wicklow A Championship title 
for a sixth consecutive year. 

Senior Football

The team achieved a great 
victory over local rivals 

Gorey Community School to 
reach the south Leinster semi-
final away to Kilcock of Kildare. 
The team battled hard against 
Kilcock who eventually were 
victorious.In Wicklow, the team 
beat Baltinglass to book a place 

in the county final for the sixth 
year in a row. Gael Choláiste na 
Mara, Arklow, put up a massive 
performance in the final with 
Coláiste Bhríde claiming victory 
with a narrow two point win. 
Unfortunately, next year the 
team will have to manage 
without the services of our 
current Sixth years who have 
given a great commitment to 
Gaelic football in the school. 

Under 14 Football

This year has been one of the 
most successful years ever 

for our young Colaiste Bhride 
footballers. There was a strong 
panel of players and with a 
strong belief in their abilities 
they captured the South 
Leinster B championship. Along 
the way they had good victories 
over Gorey C.S., Enniscorthy and 
Bunclody FCJ in the stages. This 
lead them to the hotly fancied 
Colaiste Iosagain, Portarlington 
in the semifinal and with a 
home draw and spirits up they 
overcame their opponents. In 
the final they met Gorey C.S. 
and for a while they struggled 
to get the ball up the field and 
it was rugged defending and 
endless hassling that keep them 
in touch. With four minutes to 
go they were three points down 
and looked dead and buried but 
with one last rally they scored 
one one. Gorey were left reeling 
and with the final whistle 
Colaiste Bhride were champs. 
Well done to all panel members 
and everybody will be keeping 
an eye out for this team in the 
future.

Senior Football team 2014 / 15

Coláiste Bhríde U14 Football team
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Active Week

Active Week was held this year from April 20th-
24th. This initiative was introduced by the P.E. 

Department three years ago and has gone from 
strength to strength with activities before, during 
and after the school day. It was exciting to see such 
a high level of staff engagement this year with 
teachers participating in many of the activities. This 
year we introduced ‘Drop Everything And Exercise’, 
an initiative that aim to encourage physical activity 
in all of our classrooms, something which proved 
very popular. There was much excitement around 
the social area and P.E. hall during the week with 
lunchtime badminton matches, a hula hooping 
challenge, Wake up and Run, Boot camp, a visit 
from the Elverys Power Team and of the course the 
main whole school event of Tag Rugby, where the 
Sixth Years took on the teachers. Unfortunately, the 
Sixth Years suffered a loss to the teachers, thanks to 
Ms. Loughnane’s three-point try during the second 
half. The week concluded with a Physical Activity 
Workshop given by the Elverys Power Team.

16

First Year Sports Day

An exciting 
s p o r t i n g 

event was held 
at the Carnew 
GAA pitch as all 
first year students 
took part in the 
annual sports day 
at the end of the 
year.  Speed and 
endurance was 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
in the track 
events of 1000m, 
400m, 100m and 
mixed 4x100m 
relay races.  
The competitive field events included 
shot putt, javelin and long jump.  The 
variety of events coupled with the positive 
atmosphere created by the students made it 
a competitive, enjoyable and successful day.

All Star Football

This year saw the GAA teachers in the school 
introduce the Football All Star Awards to 

acknowledge players from First Year to Sixth 
Year who showed exemplary skill, a positive 
attitude, and determination to the blue and 
white jersey of Coláiste Bhríde. Due to success 
of the under 14 and Senior Teams there was a 
lot of competition for places. Congratulations 
to those who were selected and its planned to 
continue this accolade well into the future.

First Year Sports Day

Sixth Year Tag Rugby team

Early morning Bootcamp during Avtive Week Coláiste Bhríde All Star Football team
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EQUESTRIAN

September saw the start of the national 
equestrianinterschools.com Interschools 

Show Jumping League for 2014/2015. Our 
dedicated  equestrian enthusiasts have 
competed across the country in favourable 
and not so favourable weather conditions. 
Competitions took place each weekend and 
varied in location. April brought the league 
to a close, with the final taking place over 
two days in Coilóg, Co. Kildare. A fantastic 
win on the first day of this two-day final 
secured Coláiste Bhríde  fourth place in the 
league overall.  We are delighted to see many 

new riders joining the Coláiste Bhríde teams 
this year and look forward to seeing them 
flying the flag for school in the coming years. 

Coláiste Bhríde also hosted a fundraising 
ride out in conjunction with Shillelagh Hunt. 
On a damp wet Sunday morning in October, 
approximately two hundred riders headed out 
on the well planned and organised route from 
The Gap Pub. This is the second year running 
for this event and feedback was very positive.
For many students, the highlight of the 
year was the trip to Badminton Horse Trials 
in Gloucestershire in the UK. This event is 
one of only six annual  Concourse Complete 
International (CCI) Four Star events and takes 
place in the park of Badminton House, which 
is owned by the Duke of Beaufort. The group 
were honoured to be accompanied by Irish 
rider Sam Watson on a course walk of the cross 
country phase of the event. Everyone was 
amazed by the size and technicality associated 

with the fences. Only twelve of the ninety 
three competitors managed to complete the 
course with no jumping faults and inside the 
allocated time. The group witnessed riders 
galloping through the finish line punching the 
air in celebration and other riders trudging 
out of the water complex by foot, soaked 
after falling in. It was a truly amazing trip.
A sincere thank you to the parents who 
bring the students and their horses to the 
competitions at weekends; without their 
support none of this would be possible.

Julie Mullins, Frankie and Ellen Kavanagh, 
Emer Kavanagh, Thomas Furlong

 and Aoife Kavanagh

Emer Kavanagh at Coilóg

Jump Off at the All Ireland Interschools 
Showjumping Final
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First year Soccer

It wasn't to be for the First Year Soccer Squad this 
year, as they left the FAI Schools League in the 

Group stages. In their debut game, Coláiste Bhríde 
lost to St. Brendan's in Bray by four goals to two. 
Despite the defeat, it was a promising game for 
Carnew. The second game was an encounter in 
which everything was on the line for the Carnew 
boys. A win against Coláiste Craobh Abhainn from 
Kilcoole and they would have been through to 
the knockout stages. The game itself was a tightly 
fought contest, with Carnew having the upper hand 
until Bradley Crosbie suffered a bad injury. After this, 
Kilcoole took the initiative and bagged the chance 
that presented itself to them. Despite exiting the 
competition at the group stages, the lads can be 
proud of the work they put in during the year and 
they can look forward to representing the school 
with pride and honour in the years to come.

Athletics

This year we had one of our most successful 
years to date in Athletics. During cross country 

season, our thirty athletes braved wind, rain and 
snow in order to bring home medals from events 

around Leinster. The 
events brought us 
to Rathdrum, Arklow 
and Roscrea and 
some of the stand out 
performances were 
from Liam Butler, 
Oscar McGrath, and 
Adam Rochford.
The track and field 
season brought 
slightly better 
weather and even 

more medals for our athletes. Our first event 
brought us to Greystones where William Figureras, 
Oscar McGrath, Alex Kelly, Liam Butler, Lorcan 
Rossiter, Adam Rochford, James Farrelly, Vlad 
McCrea and Cathal Byrne came away with twelve 
medals between them. We then moved to the 
South Leinsters in Kilkenny and our athletes were 
up against some stiff competition across the two 
days. Unfortunately, there were no medals, but we 
had some excellent performances on the day. Well 
done to all our athletes.

Badminton

This year, the Coláiste Bhríde Badminton Team 
grew in numbers with many of our First Year 

students joining. Both our Junior and Senior teams 
entered into the Leinster Schools Competition with 
our junior team making it to the finals in Baldoyle, 
Dublin. This was a great opportunity for our 
young team as they played against some excellent 
opposition. The new members of the club have 
improved dramatically over the year and we look 
forward to entering more competitions next year.

Hockey

The Hockey season ended on a positive note for 
our First Year, Minor and Junior Hockey Teams 

with draws against St. Declan’s in the Southeast 
League. Over the past season, the Coláiste Bhríde 
teams took on Loreto Kilkenny, Loreto Wexford, 
Kilkenny College, St. Declan’s, Newtown, and St. 
Leo’s Carlow. There were many ups and downs along 
the way and, although none of the teams topped 
the league, there were many fine performances 
throughout the season and some impressive new 
talent discovered along the way. 

First Year Soccer Team

Alex Kelly, Liam Butler 
and Lorcan Rossiter  

Coláiste Bhríde Badminton club members
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Gym Club

Coláiste Bhríde Gym Club is a group of dedicated 
trainers who come together once a week to 

work out in the school gym. The regulars come 
from a variety of sporting backgrounds from dance 
to rugby to GAA or athletics. What they all share in 
common is a love of pushing themselves beyond 
their physical comfort zone to become better, 
faster, stronger and more flexible in each of their 
respective sporting disciplines. Over the course of 
this year, the school invested in a selection of new 
equipment which has allowed us to further enlarge 
the range of exercises and training at our disposal. 
This year the club says goodbye to Ryan McCarthy 
who has been a stalwart regular. His guidance, work 
ethic, and example will be missed.

Rugby

Since Christmas, the Junior Rugby Squad has 
been quiet. Their competitive season was ended 

with a defeat to Athy in the Leinster Shield back 
in January. However some valuable lessons were 
learned and some new players were identified 
for further development. This development, for 
First Years in particular, took the form of a sevens 
tournament in Greystones Rugby Club. Thirteen 
schools were represented, some fielding more 
than one team and ranging greatly in ability. This 

was a great opportunity for these young players to 
experience playing against a variety of teams at a 
variety of standards. The Coláiste Bhríde team gave 
a good account of themselves having some good 
wins in the playoff stages but were later knocked out 
by the eventual winners, Presentation College Bray.  
The Senior rugby team continued their campaign 
in the shield after the Christmas break with a 
convincing win over De La Salle Bagenalstown but 
were unfortunately defeated in the quarter finals 
against Gaelcholáiste Carlow.

Under 14 Hurling 
The Under 14 hurling team had a very successful 
year, managing to retain the Wicklow championship, 
and also managing to claim the South Leinster 
C Championship. The team defeated Wexford 
CBS, Coláiste an Átha, Kilmuckridge and DLS 
Bagenalstown en route to the final. The final saw 
the team face a Callan CBS team who went into the 
game as favourites. However, the Coláiste Bhríde 
team produced an outstanding display of skill 
and determination. The game finished Coláiste 
Bhríde 8-13 Callan CBS 1-08. This exceptionally 
hardworking and dedicated group of players have 
brought deserved success to the school.

Coláiste Bhríde hockey team

Gym Club members 
in training

First year Ruby team

Under 14 Hurling Team
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Unser Schüleraustausch

In March, the second leg of our German 
Exchange took place. The Irish contingent led 

by the German teachers had a very exciting and 
worthwhile trip.  
Many activities were arranged for our visit 
including an outing to the cinema, sports 
activities in the school, sitting in on classes 
and activities with guest families. Our students 
travelled to Celle where they had a guided tour 
of the remarkable Celle castle. It was here too 
that they enjoyed an afternoon in a wonderful 
waterpark. Great fun was had by all.
A day excursion to Hamburg proved to be 
another fabulous treat for everyone concerned. 
A visit to the Hamburger "Dungeon" was 
followed by a boat tour around the harbour and 
a stroll in the sunshine through typical Northern 
German streets. A little shopping completed a 
most pleasant day.
The last couple of days were then spent with the 
exchange families who made great efforts to 
further enrich the experiences of our students’ 
stay.
There were indeed many sad faces at our 
depature but many great friends were made and 
new horizons explored. Well done to everyone 
concerned. Sincere thanks to Ms. Burke and Ms. 
Barranowsky who travelled with the group and 
to the entire German Department. 

'TWAS A BLAST BEFORE CHRISTMAS!

A group of Fifth and Sixth Year students found 
themselves singing "Jingle Bells" on chair 

lifts in the Italian ski resort of Folgardia for the 
five days before Christmas. What a perfect way 
to get away from all the hustle and bustle in the 
days leading up to the festive season. There was 
one agenda, eat, sleep and ski! 
A beginner and an improved group of skiers 
experienced the absolute perfect ski conditions, 
fresh snow, blue skies, sun, sun and more sun! 
It was a magical few days and great memories 
were made on the trip. Ms. Rickerby and Ms. 
McGettrick travelled with the group.

Students hit 
the slopes

Pre-Christmas fun 
on the slopes 

German Exchange students in Hamburg
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French Exchange 2014/2015

This year marked the second anniversary of 
our new French Exchange with the Lycée 

Victor Hugo in Château-Gontier in the west of 
France. Last October, we welcomed back their 
teachers with their twenty four charges for 
the ten-day period. They were treated to trips 
to Glendalough, Croke Park, the Dunbrody, 
Waterford city, Dublin city as well as the addition 
of a new cultural evening of traditional music 
and dance facilitated by the school trad band. 
Reports back from our visitors were once again 
categorically positive and we looked forward 
to embarking on the second leg of our trip in 
March. 
Despite the often harsh weather associated 
with this time of year in the North of France, we 
were treated to blue skies and warm sunshine 
for our entire stay. Once again, our students 
were afforded unforgettable trips. 
It is an action-packed ten days but of invaluable 
importance to our language students who 
get to experience the culture that they have 
previously been studying and reading about 
only in text books. With an encouraging number 
of applicants for 2016, we now look to next 
year’s preparations in earnest. 

Home Economics Tour to Italy

Forty three Home Economics students 
travelled with four teachers to Rome and 

Sorrento for the first-ever culinary based tour. 
On arrival in Rome, we were given a brief tour 
of the city before departing on a four-hour bus 
journey to Sorrento. Over the next four action 
packed days, we learned how to make cheese, 
ice cream, honey and olive oil (tasting as we 
went along). We visited a coffee roasting factory 
and every evening we went out to dinner, where 
the students were shown how to make one dish. 
We also had a guided tour of Pompeii and 
Naples and walked part of the Amalfi coastline. 
Entertainment in the evening was provided by 
a private disco and karaoke. The students were 
a credit to their families at all times and they 
learned so much about Italian culture. Students visit  

Mont-Saint-Michel

Home Ec. students visit  
the Amalfi Coastline

A trip to the 
Colosseum



22

Senior Higher Level 
Maths Quiz

Twenty  six  teams  participated 
in the Senior Maths Quiz on 

October 10th last. The teams of 
four consisted of a mix of Fifth 
and Sixth Year Higher Level 
Maths students, and a time 
of four minutes was allocated 
for each round. The quiz was 
hotly contested with the team 
of Seosamh McDonald, Brian 
Shannon, Ryan Murphy, and 
Gabrielle Pay holding the lead all 
the way through until the final 
round, which ended in a three 
way tie. The tie break round was 
very exciting with the team of 
Samuel Stedmond, Cian Doyle, 
Joe Gardiner and Glynne Butler 
coming out on top.

Trad Group

The Traditional Music Group 
had another productive 

year and were delighted to 
welcome many new faces.  The 
first term was spent preparing 
for ‘Sing Ye All Noël’.   Once 
again the musicians lifted the 
roof with their rendition of 
some classic Christmas songs 
and of course a few traditional 
pieces.  After Christmas, they 
were lucky enough to be 
involved with the Pure Music 
Project.  Students attended 
an environmental awareness 
workshop in the school where 
their eyes were opened to the 
many issues that face today’s 
society.  They composed their 
own song based on these issues 
which was then recorded.  The 
song has now been entered 
into a competition.  Part of the 

competition is to get as many 
YouTube hits as possible.  So far 
they have achieved almost six 
thousand hits!   
The song was spotted by the TV 
channel, Irish TV, which came 
down to record a live version 
and speak to some members. 
The programme was aired on 
Easter Sunday.  Please check out 
‘We’re throwing their lives away’ 

on YouTube to help the group 
win a professional recording 
session.

Gifted and Talented

Twenty seven of our First Year 
students were nominated to 

sit their Scholastic Aptitude test 
in January as part of a ‘Talent 
Search’ conducted by Dublin 
City University. Top scorers 
would then be invited by CTYI 
(Centre for Talented Youth of 
Ireland) to take part in their 
Summer Academic Programme. 
This programme offers three-
week residential courses at DCU 
in a variety of classes, such as 
Archaeology, World Geopolitics, 
Psychology, Medical Technology, 
Probability and Chaos Theory 
and Computer Applications. We 
wish our students well.

A.I.B. Build a Bank 
Competition

Coláiste Bhríde’s Brolly 
Bank team consisting of 

Krystian Jacokczak (Manager), 
Niamh Doyle (Assistant 
Manager), Charlotte Redmond 
(Financial Controller), Rachel 
O’Keeffe (Marketing Manager), 
Robbie Brookes and Megan 
Tallon (Customer Service 
Representatives) were placed 

Senior  Higher level Maths Teams
(missing: Joe Gardiner)

Trad Group 2015

Brolly Bank official launch with 
Des Willoughby

Junior and Senior Band 
Persons of the year - Richard 

O’Toole and Adam Grace
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amongst the top six teams in the 
country in the national final of 
A.I.B.’s Build a Bank competition.
Over one hundred and sixty 
students from all around Ireland 
showcased the final results of 
their months of hard work at the 
R.D.S. on Thursday, 16th April 
2015. The twenty eight teams 
competing in the national final 
had been selected from the one 
hundred and eighty teams who 
entered the competition this 
year, and were amongst the best 
schools in each of five regions.
The competition involves 
getting students to open 
new accounts, reactivate old 
accounts, and save. Team 
members become involved in 
the local community, raise 
awareness and fundraise. 
The strong I.C.T./social media 
component requires the team 
to reach as large an audience 
as possible and make it easy 
for customers to interact and 
communicate with the bank. 
This year’s team opened almost 
one hundred and thirty  accounts 
and took approximately €14,000 
in lodgements.

TY Trip to Killary 2015

In April, one hundred TY 
students made the long 

journey across the country to 
the Killary Adventure Centre, just 
outside Leenane in Co. Galway, 
with Mr. Foster, Mr. Liston, and 
Ms. Hickey in command. Fifty 
students undertook their 25km 
Gaisce Walk on the Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings, with the 
remaining fifty completing it 
during Wednesday afternoon 
and all day Thursday. They were 
treated to spectacular views of 
Connemara and Killary Harbour, 
despite the driving wind and 
hailstorms. During the rest of 
the week, the students were 
involved in activities such as the 
Climbing Towers, Kayaking, High 
Ropes, laser combat and gorge 
walking. As with previous years, 
the highlight was of course the 
unique Killary Turf Challenge. 
Despite the biting cold and 
heavy showers of rain, hail, and 
even snow, morale remained 
high throughout the week, 
and the students got actively 
involved in all of their activities.

High School Musical

This March was the “Start Of 
Something New”. It was time 

to “Get’cha Head in the Game”, 
as over one hundred and eighty 
students auditioned for our 
upcoming production of High 
School Musical.
There was singing, there was 
dancing, there were some really 
questionable American accents, 
and that was just the teachers. 
This December, find yourself 
“Breaking Free” from your daily 
life and ask, is this “What I’ve 
Been Looking For”? “Bop to 
the Top” of St Brigid’s Hall on 
the 10th, 11th or 12th and we 
guarantee it will be! Remember, 
“We’re All in This Together”. 

“Heads Up” Art Exhibition

The second Youth Arts Festival 
took place in The Courthouse 

Arts Centre, Tinahely in January.  
Art students from First to 
Sixth Year exhibited both 
two domensional and three 
dimensional work based on 
their interpretation of the theme 
“Heads Up”. The exhibition ran 
for the month of January and it 
is hoped that this will develop 
into an annual event. 

TY students in Killary

Brolly Bank display at 
the National Final

Some of the cast of 
High School Musical

Student work on display during 
the “Heads Up” exhibition



24

Senior Bishop’s Medal Competition

Bishop Michael Burrows visited our school 
recently to present prizes to two of our 

senior students who participated in this year’s 
competition. This essay writing competition 
rewards students who have an awareness of 
political, social and religious issues as well as a 
clear appreciation of structure and language. 
The Fifth and Sixth Year students present were 
treated to sound advice about essay writing 
in general. Bishop Michael spoke passionately 
about the importance of ‘Clarity, simplicity and 
a bit of elegance’. The titles were particularly 
challenging this year. They included topics 
such as the  ‘Real Republic’ in light of the 
1916 Rising, the forthcoming referendum on 
marriage equality, and whether religious faith 
has the capacity to be liberating or restrictive. 
Zara Martin (Fifth Year) won joint first place for 
her original short story about prejudice and 
personal choices. Eoin O’Donnell (Sixth Year) 
was presented with joint second place for his 
essay which addressed the question of how 
Europe can be a place of peaceful co-existence 
between members of the great world faiths. 
Ronan Byrne, Evan Naylor, Samuel Stedmond 
and Stephanie Hale were commended for their 
essays by Bishop Burrows.

Junk Kouture

We had a very 
exciting year 

with Junk Kouture. 
Four dresses from all of 
Ireland were selected to 
go on the Xposé show 
and our “Summertime 
Sweetness” was one of 
them. In February, Ms. 
Elliott and three Fifth 
Year students - Erika 
Dagge, Shona Jordan 
and Elaine Lyons - went 
to Dublin to film their 
Junk Kouture dress, 
which they made with a 
fellow Fifth Year student 
Olwyn Rothwell, being 
modelled on Xpose on 
TV3. The students were 
interviewed by Aisling 
O’Loughlin, presenter of Xposé and were on the TV. 
The girls had a very enjoyable experience.

Post-Leaving Certificate

The hard work and commitment displayed 
by Kildare and Wicklow ETB  students was 

celebrated by the presentation of QQI Level 5 
Awards (formally FETAC) to students from the Post 
Leaving Certificate course  in  Business  Studies  and  
QQI  Levels 2 - 4 Awards across a range of Adult 
Education courses.  Speaking  at the presentation 
ceremony, Irene Haydn, Adult  Guidance  Councillor 
with KWETB commended the dedication that 
students demonstrate by their commitment to 
continued education, whether it be over a yearlong 
full time programme or by completing individual 
component awards and “banking” these awards 
until they 
achieve a 
Major Award. 
The successful 
students this 
year have 
p r o g r e s s e d 
into Higher 
Education and 
employment. 

SNIPPETS 

Erika modelling the 
“Summertime 

Sweetness” dress

Eoin O’Donnell and Zara Martin 
with Bishop Michael Burrows

PLC students receiving 
their awards
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Experiences of school life by Úna Sinnott, Fifth Year.

The Certified Irish Angus Beef Schools 
Competition has been a fantastic experience 

for my two classmates, Tommy McGing and 
Padraig Doyle, and I. From having a stall at the 
National Ploughing Championships in 2014 and 
visiting farms in England to featuring on RTE's 'Ear 
to the Ground' and winning a Senior Award at the 
BT Young Scientist Exhibition, the entire journey 
has comprised wonderful benefits which has 

complemented 
our school and 
personal lives. From working on our Irish Angus Beef project, I 
managed to make valuable contacts within the “Irish Farmers 
Journal” newspaper. In January 2015, I produced an article for 
them about how the Leaving Certificate English Course may 
relate to agriculture. Inspired by the Shakespearian drama, 'King 
Lear', I wrote about the emotional side involved in transferring the 
family farm. From there on, the leading agricultural paper offered 
me a part-time job. Twice a month, I write articles for their online 
website which is then shared across all their social media profiles. 
The topics which I write about vary from agricultural science as a 
Leaving Certificate subject to technology impacting the day-to-
day running of a farm. The encouragement I have received from 
each teacher and student within the Coláiste Bhríde community 
has been phenomenal and I really appreciate their ongoing 
support. In all, the Irish Angus initiative has broadened my 
horizons and has also enhanced my awareness of where I'd like 
to work after my time in Coláiste Bhríde.

Volunteer Trip to Lourdes

In May, Shonagh Mulligan, Anna Hedderman, 
James Kenny and Darragh Kavanagh travelled 

with the Ferns Diocese on their annual pilgrimage 
to Lourdes. They were chosen after an interview 
conducted by Bridie O’Neill. Each student had to 
fundraise €639 for this trip. While in Lourdes, they 
assisted the elderly and attended to their needs 
each day. They also participated in all the religious 
ceremonies and helped to provide entertainment 
in the hospital each evening. The students would 
like to thank everyone who helped them in any way 
with their fundraising. Lourdes Volunteers 2015

One of Úna’s articles in the 
Farmers Journal

Tommy, Úna and Pádraig at the 
BT Young Scientist Competition 



Our TY students of 2014/5 celebrated 
their experiences and achievements 

at the annual celebration evening held 
in the school on Wednesday 20th May. 
The students, with the support of their teachers, 
had planned and prepared to perfection and the 
variety of music, folders of achievement, projects 
and visual experiences from TY were hugely 
impressive. Awards were presented for mini-
company, work experience, drama, debating, Build 
A Bank, journalism and folders of achievement.
Congratulations to everyone involved..

Special Awards on the night:

Corn na hidirbhliana:

4 Ash:      Aisling Balfe
4 Beech:   Roisín Conroy
4 Elm:      Jacqui Whelan
4 Oak:      Ruth Berney 

Spirit of TY Award: Megan Tallon

Student of the Year Award: Emer-Rose Kealy

TY CELEBRATION NIGHT

Spirit of TY Award Winner 
Megan Tallon

Aisling Balfe  - One of 
the Corn na 

hIdirbhliana Winners 



LEAVING CERT GRADUATION NIGHT

Our Leaving Certificate students celebrated their graduation evening with their parents and 
staff on Thursday 21st May. It was a beautiful occasion with everyone aware of the sense of 

occasion. Students and staff had searched hard and worked on a theme that was very relevant to 
our Leaving Cert. students who depart from Coláiste Bhríde before the end of June. 
This year’s group chose the theme of "time" which represented what they had achieved and their 
hopes and aspirations for the future. 
Fr Hayden and Mr Finn, year head, congratulated all students on what they had achieved so far. 
Mr. Finn advised students that decisions made in the present will shape their future. They must 
be brave enough to make these decisions and indeed to make the right ones. But don't always 
play it safe. He said, “Take risks and be true to yourselves. Don't reflect too long on the decisions 
or successes of others, your time will come!” Ms Dunne said she was very positive about the future 
for the class of 2015. She said,  "For the past five or six years you have been in the safest place you 
could have been. The boom had ended and the bubble had burst as you finished primary school. 
There is a sense of new beginning for you young people." She concluded by wishing the LC class 
of 2015 success and fulfilment in the future
Special thanks to  was expressed to Mr. Finn, Ms Lee, Ms Lennon, Ms Melia, Ms Lavelle, Ms Beirne 
and Mr White, Sixth Year pastoral care team.

LCA 2 with Mrs. Lee6 Elm with Ms. Lennon 6 Pine with Ms. Beirne

6 Beech with Ms. Melia 6 Ash with Mr. White 6  Oak with Ms. Lavelle



Highest  Male   Junior 
Cert. Results 2014:  

Martin Doyle

Sarah Kenny, 1 Elm, 
Student of the Year First 

Year.

Coláiste Bhríde held its annual awards day on 20th May to acknowledge the many achievements of its students 
during the school year 2014-2015. Certificates and prizes were presented for excellence and success in academics, 

sports, debating, leadership, volunteerism, development education and other areas of success over the year. Ms. Dunne 
congratulated all students for their achievements in such a broad spectrum of involvement and encouraged them to 
set further goals for the next academic year. Certificates in Academic Excellence were presented to Adam Bailey, Killian 
Byrne, Jenny Doran, Marie Doyle, Olivia Mathews, Alanna Davidson, Eve McGrath, Emma Mooney and Ciaran O’Keeffe 
(First Year) Millie Brennan, Grace O’Halloran, Ciara Breen, Fiona Boland, Chris Callanan, Tom Murphy, Lauren Flanagan, 
Aoife Breen, Dmitriy Dranko,Fintan Smith, Sophie Jordan, Brandon Whittle, Rita Doyle (Second Year). Helen Hughes, 
Rebekah Kenny, Julie Mullins, Bill Nolan, Denise Osborne, Aoife Yang, Kealan O’ Tiarnaigh (Third Year). Hannah Byrne, 
Layla Doran, Keith Fanning, Stanley Hadden, Stephanie Hale, Eimear Harper, Mark Hoare, Zara Martin, Shauna Murphy, 
Aimee Walsh, Oisin Furlong (Fifth Year). Emily O’Reilly, Sarah Tyrrell, Sinead Mullin, Micheál Browne, Eoin O Donnell, Aoife 
Smith, Samuel Stedman, Conor Travers, Anna Clare (Sixth Year). Student of the Year awards (not pictured below)went to 
Diego Molamphy, Aoife Mooney and Gráinne Hughes (Third Year) and Shonagh Mulligan (Fifth Year).

Orla Kealy and Sarah Mulhall, 
Second Year Joint Students of the Year

TY Corn na hIdirbhliana award winners

Aoife Kavanagh, joint 
Fifth Year Student 
of the Year with 
Shonagh Mulligan. 

Junior Cert. Results 2014:
Emer-Rose Kealy, highest 
female Junior Cert result 
and highest overall 
Junior Cert result. 

Junior  and Senior Sports 
Persons of the Year: Tom 
Murphy (2nd Year) and 
Niall Hughes (6th Year)

Ronan Byrne, Sixth year 
Student of the Year. 

AWARDS DAY 2014/15


